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Student jumpstarts UKkraine supply drive

By Nolan Swenson
swensonnoS6@uwosh.edu
and Jacob Lehner
lehnerjo70@uwosh.edu

Many Ukrainians have stepped
up to aid their country by taking
up arms, preparing defenses or
attempting to help those affected
by the Russian attacks, but the
movement of supporting Ukraine
is not exclusively regulated to
citizens of that country. One UW
Oshkosh student knows this feel-
ing better than most people as he
has friends in Ukraine.

“My initial response to the in-
vasion was my heart sinking,”
said senior Raiden Montero who
went on a wrestling and mission
trip to Ukraine in 2019. “The
first thing I thought of was all
my friends. Did they make it out
of Ukraine safely? Did they stay
to fight? Then I thought about
the country itself. The beautiful
country in which I left a piece of
my heart was under attack.”

Montero said he decided to take
steps to aid those hurting from
the current conflict and create a
drive for clothing and necessary
supplies. The drive continues
through Friday. People can drop
off non-perishable food, new
clothes, blue and yellow paint-
ers tape (to tape windows from
shattering), first aid kits, tents
and sleeping bags at drop boxes
around campus, such as one at
Reeve Union’s Titan Central. On
Saturday, supplies will be loaded
into a transport during a rally at
the Opera House Square from 1-3
p.m..

Montero’s experience with
Ukraine began when wrestling
coach Efrain Ayala informed
him of the opportunity to travel,
wrestle and preach as a member
of Athletes In Action, a Christian
athlete organization. Montero
had to choose between traveling
to Mongolia or Ukraine. Due to
his interest in eastern and Slavic
countries, he chose Ukraine.

“After getting the money to-
gether, I left and met all of my
teammates leaving with me in
Chicago,” he said. They trav-
eled to London and then Kyiv,
and before beginning a one-week
cultural journey that took him to
all corners of the country and led
him to meet all kinds of people.

Montero said the first week
was spent practicing mixed mar-
tial arts and exploring the coun-
try. He said he spent much of his
exploration of the country learn-
ing about religion, as he was
intrigued with Eastern Orthodox
culture.

“We spent a lot of time doing
church and Bible study,” he said.
“We visited prisons and preached
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Senior Raiden Montero has friends who reside in Ukraine. As Ukrainian refugees flee to Poland, Montero started this drive with the inten-

tion of helping his friends and other civilians. The supply box is located by Titan Central in Reeve Union.

Courtesy of Raiden Montero

Raiden Montero traveled to London and Kyiv during his 2019 trip.

and played soccer with inmates.
After the prisons, we visited an
orphanage and preached there.”

It was then that he had one of
his most memorable moments in
the country. Montero happened
upon a Spanish child who had
no one to share her native tongue
with. Being Thai-Latino, Mon-
tero said he felt the importance
of presence and began talking
with her in ways that no one else
could.

The second week was an ath-
letic marathon of wrestling work-
outs and eating, which concluded
with a massive wrestling tourna-
ment that included Americans,
Turks, Armenians, Ukrainians
and Russians.

“At the end of the weeklong
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camp, there was a lot of preach-
ing, food and love,” Montero
said.

Since the end of his trip, he
has kept in touch with his foreign
friends via social media.

“I'have only been able to stay in
contact with three of my friends
in Ukraine,” Montero said. “One
is currently a refugee in Poland.
Two others, both of whom I grap-
pled and feasted with in Fastiv,
are now decked out in makeshift
military gear and AK-47s, fight-
ing for their freedom.”

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugee agency
reports that over 2 million Ukrai-
nians have fled the country since
the beginning of the Russian in-
vasion (as of March 8).
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Montero said he was moved
by the harrowing stories he saw
on social media and in the news.
Upset at the comments calling the
invasion a “European problem,”
he decided to step in. At an Osh-
kosh Student Association (OSA)
meeting earlier this month, he
proposed a food drive to help
refugees fleeing the war-stricken
country.

“My pitch mainly consisted
of my personal connection with
Ukraine to show people how
much the media isn’t truly cap-
turing the horrors of what is go-
ing on, and then bringing up the
staggering amount of Ukrainian
refugees that have been forced to
flee their homes,” he said.

Montero said he explained
to the OSA board members that
these refugees need new clothes
and supplies.

This pitch succeeded, and
within a week, the food drive was
underway.

“When Raiden started talking
about this initiative, I was proud
to see his passion and desire to
help others,” Associate Director
for Student Involvement Missy
Burgess said. “One of my favor-
ite parts of working with students
is seeing ideas like this one come
to fruition, with the hard work
and knowledge we have with pro-

fessionals on campus.”

OSA club president Jacob
Fischer also voiced OSA’s full
support for Montero’s food drive.

“Raiden is an exceptional per-
son,” Fischer said. “He has a vi-
sion for this, and we want to let
him steer this event in the way he
wants.”

Montero said the initial re-
sponse was positive.

“People were interested, their
hearts were in it for the refugees
and defenders, but we were tasked
with the ‘how’ of this project,”
Montero said. He is also working
with Wisconsin Ukrainians, a lo-
cal group helping to expedite the
donations heading overseas.

Montero said his trip to Ukraine
made him realize the pride Ukra-
nians have in themselves as a peo-
ple. “They respect and appreciate
each other ... and it has brought
them together through thick and
thin,” he said.

While some people think pride
is a negative thing to have, it can
mean something grand. “Pride
is great for me because I'm
Thai-Latino [and] I don’t see fac-
es like mine,” Montero said. “Be-
ing able to relate with people like
that and understand that we share
a culture that goes deeper than
genetics is amazing.”
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Algoma Boulevard reconstruction project
starts this week with utility installation

By Kelly Hueckman
hueckk24@uwosh.edu

The reconstruction of Algoma
Boulevard and Vine Avenue will
begin this week with utility instal-
lation in the vacated Blackhawk
Street right-of-way, while Algoma
Boulevard will be closed to traf-
fic from the beginning of April
through June.

Sanitary sewer, water main,
storm sewer, and corresponding
laterals will be installed, replaced,
or repaired, as needed, and electri-
cal work will be completed prior
to placing new concrete pavement.

At a recent informational ses-
sion, City of Oshkosh Engineering
Division Manager Justin Gierach
said the entirety of Algoma Bou-
levard will be closed to traffic, but
will allow mail deliveries and gar-
bage pickup units to the campus
buildings.

“We’re changing High Avenue
into a temporary two-way to help
traffic run from the campus out of
the area,” Gierach said.

The project will affect Algoma
from Wisconsin Avenue.

Following the project, there
will still be a northbound two-lane
one-way street as well as a bike
lane and a loading zone.

An initial bid of $8.6 million
for the project is mainly funded
by storm, sanitary and water util-
ity fees, as well as the general tax
levy fund, which is used for light-
ing and pavement construction.

“With all of the ancillary costs
and engineering fees included,
we are currently up over $10 mil-
lion,” he said.

Gierach said that the goal is
to complete the pavement and

landscaping construction by the
time the fall 2022 semester starts.
However, students should not ex-
pect Algoma to be open until the
end of November as the city final-
izes the project.

Gierach said that the biggest
concern from the university is
people wondering how they will
get to work and where they will
park.

Gierach said that the university
and the city of Oshkosh are keep-
ing in contact with how life on
campus will continue during the

construction period.

“It’s going to be a work in prog-
ress,” Gierach said. “We will try
to address concerns as they arise.”

Still, Gierach said that the uni-
versity can expect most parking
lots to remain open for the majori-
ty of construction.

According to the March 4 City
Manager weekly newsletter, other
expected phases of construction
include:

* High Avenue (Vine Avenue
to Osceola Street) — Starts the
week of March 14, with three

Go Green for Menstrual Hygiene

By Anya Kelley
kelleyanS5@uwosh.edu

In five years, undergraduate
students at UW Oshkosh will use
more than 6.8 million tampons
with plastic applicators, all end-
ing up in the landfill. The cost to
the environment and individual
students is staggering, yet many
don’t even realize it.

As part of Womxn’s HERstory
Month, Brianna Storino present-
ed the Go Green for Menstrual
Hygiene workshop at the UWO
Women’s Center on March 7.

Storino, a geology major, has a
love for nature and all things sus-
tainability, which led her to run-
ning the menstrual equity project
after doing a work study at the
Women’s Center.

The workshop was started by
the Oshkosh Student Association
in 2018 in hopes of decreasing
menstrual products’ environmen-
tal impact and working to make
menstrual  products financial-
ly sustainable. The overarching
theme of the night: destigmatize
the talk about menstruation.

Storino’s lighthearted approach
to the topic of menstruation helped
the group loosen up and feel com-
fortable sharing their personal ex-
periences with menstruation.

Over five years, the average stu-
dent will use somewhere around
900 tampons with plastic applica-
tors and 225 panty liners or pads
with plastic lining and adhesive,
all of which will eventually make
its way into the waste manage-
ment system.

In five years, the average num-
ber of tampons with plastic appli-
cators used by undergraduate stu-
dents will be somewhere around
6,874,200, Storino said. When you
add the amount of tampons used
by graduate students to the under-
graduates total, the UWO campus
will add 7.2 million tampons/ap-
plicators to the waste management
system.

Plastics like polyethylene re-
quire an intensive energy process
to produce. This process results in
a vast amount of CO2 emissions,
ramping up the average menstru-
ators carbon footprint to 5.2kg
through menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts alone.

By switching to sustainable hy-
giene products, the carbon foot-
print drops to 3.2kg. “That’s about
a 30% reduction,” Storino said.

The average menstruator will
spend $6,360 on menstrual prod-
ucts in their lifetime.

Storino said sustainability isn’t
just about making a positive im-
pact on the environment. Reus-
able menstrual hygiene products
can be more cost effective for
those experiencing period pov-
erty, which is inadequate access
to menstrual hygiene tools and
education. Products like the Diva
Cup, a reusable silicone cup used

for catching menstrual blood, can
last anywhere from 8-10 years if
taken care of properly.

That’s a one time purchase ev-
ery 8-10 years as opposed to buy-
ing a new box of tampons every
month.

Jasmine Anderson and Macken-
zie Navis are doing their Commu-
nity Health Certificate placement
with the Women’s Center.

Anderson and Navis are work-
ing together to pilot a program
that will place menstrual hygiene
products in all academic buildings
on campus. As this project is cur-
rently a work in progress, keep an
eye out for bulletin boards and fly-
ers throughout campus.

“Anyone can get free or low-
cost hygiene products on cam-
pus,” Anderson said.

The Cabinet, UWO’s food pan-
try, allows for students to come
and take as many products as they
need free of charge once a week
with their Titan ID. The Cabinet is
always looking for products to be
donated.

By attending a Go Green for
Menstrual Hygiene workshop,
students can receive a free Diva
Cup, reusable pad and/or organic
tampons. The Women’s Center
also always has menstrual hygiene
products free of charge for anyone
who might need them.

“Many people are being impact-
ed by the issues related to men-
strual hygiene and I don’t think
it’s OK for this to be an issue for a
single person, so something needs
to be done,” Navis said. “I think
spreading awareness is the first
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weeks anticipated for utility in-

stallation.

* Vine Avenue (High Avenue to
Algoma Boulevard) — Starts
the week of March 21, with an
anticipated six weeks for utility
installation.

Students, staff and faculty can
expect construction and traffic re-
striction email updates from the
university as the project nears and
can also subscribe to the City of
Oshkosh distribution list to stay
informed.

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
Switching to a menstrual cup
is one way to prevent waste in
menstrual products.

step to fixing these problems.”

Anderson said she wanted to
spread awareness because she
only recently realized there was an
insecurity on menstrual hygiene.
“[1t’s] something that individuals
who menstruate often struggle
with monthly,” she said. “Having
a period isn’t really something
individuals can choose when to
have. Financial insecurities can
lead to poor menstrual hygiene.
I wanted to spread awareness be-
cause I also didn’t realize the lack
of resources that were promoted to
campus individuals.”

The Women'’s Center is working
hard to create awareness and pos-
itive change for those who men-
struate. The Go Green for Men-
strual Hygiene workshop runs
two to three times per month, with
an option to schedule a time that
works for you. The full schedule is
found at uwosh.edu/womenscen-
ter/programs/whm/.
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Calendar

Scoreboard

Friday, March 4

Women’s Basketball

UW Oshkosh - 48

Wisconsin Lutheran College - 42
Men’s Basketball

UW Oshkosh - 92

Blackburn College - 74
Baseball

UW Oshkosh - 0

Millikin University - 3

Saturday, March 5
Women’s Basketball

UW Oshkosh - 64

Simpson College - 56

Men’s Basketball

UW Oshkosh - 74

Case Western Reserve University
=77

Baseball

UW Oshkosh - 2

Coe College - 5

Softball

UW Oshkosh - 0

Concordia University (WI) - 5
Softball

UW Oshkosh - 3

Lawrence University - 0
Gymnastics

1/8,192.300

Sunday, March 6
Softball

UW Oshkosh - 6
UW-Superior - 7

Softball

UW Oshkosh - 9

College of St. Scholastica- 0
Baseball

UW Oshkosh - 9

Coe College - 1

Upcoming
Events

Friday, March 11

Track and Field

vs NCAA Division III Indoor
Championship at Winston-Salem,
North Carolina

Wrestling

vs NCAA Division III Champion-
ship at Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Women’s Basketball

vs Baldwin Wallace University at
UW-Whitewater 5 p.m.

Saturday, March 12

Track and Field

vs NCAA Division III Indoor
Championship at Winston-Salem,
North Carolina

Wrestling

vs NCAA Division III Champion-
ship at Cedar Rapids, lowa
Baseball

vs Transylvania University at
Transylvania University 11 a.m. &
2 pm.

Sunday, March 13

Baseball

vs Transylvania University at Tran-
sylvania University 11 a.m.

Courtesy of UWO Athletics

The gymnastic team poses after their away victory at Whitewater. UWO has been the defending champions of the WIAC title.

UWO flipping out in WIAC

By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh gymnastics
team won back-to-back Wisconsin
Intercollegiate  Athletic Confer-
ence (WIAC) titles Saturday at the
Kachel Fieldhouse in Whitewater.

Sophomore Emily Buffington
won two events at the conference.

The Titans scored 192.3 points,
a new school record, to narrowly
edge UW-Whitewater by less than
a point. The two teams entered the
final exercise tied at 144.55 until
Oshkosh put up 47.75 points on the
balance beam to capture its 16th
WIAC Championship in program
history.

“We were not able to look at the
scores at all besides our individu-
al scores when the judges would
flash it up, so we didn’t know we
were tied,” Buffington said. “We
just went into it and hoped for the
best.”

UWO established a school and
NCAA Division III record by
scoring 48.8 points on the uneven
parallel bars. Buffington finished
first in the event, receiving a 9.85
score from the judges to win her
first WIAC individual title on the
bars. Three gymnasts were tied for
second in the event, as Oshkosh’s
Kaylie Berens, Rahdea Jarvis,
along with UW-La Crosse’s Kerrie

Legault, scored a 9.775.

“It was insane,” Buffington said.
“I didn’t think that would happen,
but we had a really good bar rota-
tion, so the energy from the team
really helped everyone do their
best.”

Jarvis said it felt good to win the
conference title, especially being
able to do it back-to-back in the
year after COVID-19 shut the sea-
son down.

“We started out the season not
really knowing what was going
to happen,” Jarvis said. “So being
able to actually do it and achieve
our goal of winning [the confer-
ence] was really nice.”

Oshkosh scored 47.775 in the
Vault event, coming in third behind
UWL and UWW. Buffington won
another individual title, receiving a
9.875 score from the judges for her
routine. Senior Emily Gilot tied for
second with four other gymnasts,
scoring 9.775 points on the vault
for the Titans.

“The vault [routine] was so cra-
zy,” Buffington said. “I don’t know
how I stuck that landing. We had a
good warmup, but we had a couple
of falls, so to come out and have
a high score to help the team was
really great.”

The Titans came in third as a
team on the floor exercise, receiv-
ing a47.975 score from the judges,

finishing behind Whitewater and
La Crosse. Trinity Sawyer scored
a 9.700 for her routine, tying for
fourth with Andrea O’Connel from
UW-Eau Claire and Jenna Dan-
ninger from UWL. Sawyer was
the highest scorer for UWO in the
event. Oshkosh’s Olivia Keller
tied with two other gymnasts for
seventh on the floor exercise with
a score of 9.675. Rachel Chesley
from UWL received a 9.825 for
her routine as she took home the
individual title for the event.

“We have had a lot of adversity
this year, so to come back and be
back-to-back champions is awe-
some,” Buffington said. “This was
my first conference, so to come out
on top as a team is really cool.”

Anna Zoromski led the way for
Oshkosh in the balance beam by
scoring 9.625 points in her fourth-
place finish. Kaira Hammond fin-
ished fifth in the event, receiving a
9.600 for her routine, as UWO took
first place as a team with a score of
47.750. La Crosse’s Emma Grant
won the individual title on the bal-
ance beam with a score of 9.750.

Emily North from UWW won
the all-around competition with
a score of 38.325. There were no
Titans competing in the all-around
event.

The WIAC championship meet
was also the National Collegiate

Gymnastics Association (NCGA)
West Regional. Behind Oshkosh
in the championship standings
was Whitewater, La Crosse, UW-
Stout, Eau Claire, Winona State,
Gustavus Adolphus and Hamline
University. The top three teams,
along with several qualified gym-
nasts, will move on to the NCGA
Championship meet.

“Going to the National Cham-
pionship is really exciting,” Jarvis
said. “I think we’re going into it
like we go into every other meet
with the hope that we bring home
a trophy at the end and add another
year to our national championship
banners.”

Buffington said the team is go-
ing to work hard on fixing the little
mistakes they made, and thinks the
team will hit the ground running in
the NCGA Championship.

“This is redemption for two
years ago when we were champi-
ons and never got the opportunity
to play,” Buffington said. “So I
think we are going to try our hard-
est and prepare the best we can.”

UWO, which is ranked second
in Division III by RoadToNation-
als.com, went unbeaten against its
Division III opponents this season
and will compete in the NCGA
Championship on March 26 at the
Ithaca College Ben Light Gymna-
sium in Ithaca, New York.

Wishing womens b-ball a Sweet 16

By Nolan Swenson
swensonno56 @uwosh.edu

UW Oshkosh women’s basket-
ball made a comeback after their
loss in the Wisconsin Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference (WIAC)
semifinals, with back-to-back wins
Friday and Saturday in the NCAA
Division III championships. Those
wins last weekend have elevated
them to the Sweet 16. The up-
coming third round will be Friday
against Baldwin Wallace Universi-
ty at UW-Whitewater.

Last Friday, UWO faced off
against Wisconsin Lutheran Col-
lege, which resulted in a score of
48-42. Head coach Brad Fischer
described the game as “a freaking
battle,” and he attributed it to their
opponent’s great defense and abil-
ity to create jams in the court. Se-
nior Abby Kaiser knew what this
chance to play meant to her when

Courtesy of UWO Athletics

Nikki Arnesen moves in for a shot, scoring 20 points that game.

she said, “When we got sent home
two years ago. We’ve spent every
moment trying to get back here [in
the NCAA D-III tournament].
After facing off against the Wis-
consin Lutheran, UWO moved to
take on Simpson College the fol-
lowing night. Their game resulted
in a score of 64-56. The game fea-

tured a strong UWO defense, with
Simpson College having its lowest
scoring output since the 2017-18
season.

“This was one of the best teams
in the country,” said Fischer. “They
are a final four level team, if not
national champions.”

The game paved the way for

UWQO’s third straight Sweet 16 run
and Kennedy Osterman’s first.

She summed up her response to
this run with three words when she
said, “Incredible, awesome and un-
believable.” She then continued to
talk about the current senior class,
“I wouldn’t want to do this with
anyone else.”

On Friday, UWO will face Bald-
win Wallace University, an Ohio
team with a six-and-a-half hour
trek to Whitewater. Some pregame
stats to note before Friday are that
BWU has a 23-4 record, an aver-
age of 67.6 points per game and
an average of 154 turnovers per
game.

The matchup is sure to be chal-
lenging, but head coach Fischer is
confident.

“We’ve had some years where
we’ve played better, but I don’t
know if we’ve had many years
where we work tougher,” he said.
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Titans fall to CWRU 77-74 in shocker

By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh men’s basket-
ball team fell to Case Western Re-
serve University 77-74 on Saturday
at the Kolf Sports Center in the sec-
ond round of the Division IIl Men’s
Basketball Tournament.

The Spartans (20-6) stormed
back from 16 points down to ad-
vance to the Sweet 16. Cole Frill-
ing, who scored just four points in
the game, scored the go-ahead bas-
ket with nine seconds to go to put
Case Western on top 75-74. CWRU
is playing in their first NCAA Tour-
nament in program history.

After the game, Titan head coach
Matt Lewis said the team did a phe-
nomenal job in the loss.

“It’s after losses like this that it’s
kinda hard to comprehend fully
what just occurred,” Lewis said.
“Obviously they played a great
game. We just came up one pos-
session short. Unfortunately in the
world of sports, that’s what hap-
pens sometimes.”

UWO (23-4), ranked third in
the country by D3hoops.com, was
led by senior Eddie Muench who
scored 21 points in the loss. The
WIAC player of the year Levi
Borchert was held to seven points
and 11 rebounds. Hunter Plamann,
a WIAC First Team selection,
scored 16 points and grabbed four
rebounds for the Titans.

“I just let the game come to me
and my teammates got me open,”
Muench said. “This has been the
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Senior Eddie Muench scored 21 points in the Division III Tournament second round loss to Case Western Reserve.

best year of my life, so I'm so
grateful for these opportunities. I’11
never take it for granted. I’'m just
grateful for all that has happened.”

CWRU guard Mitch Prendergast
led the Spartans with 15 points.
Prendergast went into the game as
the second-best free-throw shooter
in the nation, shooting 93.4% from
the charity stripe. CWRU domi-

nated in bench points, outscoring
UWO 44-21. Off the bench, Ryan
Newton and Hunter Drenth scored
21 and 19 points, respectively, in
the win.

“I honestly don’t know what just
happened,” CWRU head coach
Todd McGuinness said after the
game. “When they went on a 7-0
run I thought we were in a little

bit of trouble, but this team battled
back. I didn’t even have to say very
much at halftime. It was just a great
effort, these guys just don’t want to
lose.”

The Titans took an early 7-5 lead
after Plamann converted on a three-
point play, and UWO would lead
the game until the 7:13 mark of the
second half. Oshkosh slowly built

their lead to 41-27 by the end of the
first period.

Cole Booth scored 14 seconds
into the second half to give the Ti-
tans a 16-point lead, their largest
of the game. The contest quickly
took a bad turn for the Titans, who
saw their lead cut to just one point
with 7:38 remaining. The Spartans
claimed their first lead of the game
since the opening two minutes after
a pair of Frilling free throws. Os-
hkosh responded with points from
Plamann and Muench as the Titans
went up 68-62 with 2:30 to go.

UWO was up 74-70 with 30 sec-
onds left but gave up the final seven
points to CWRU. Prendergast was
fouled on a three-pointer and con-
verted all of his attempts. On the in-
bounds pass, Plamann was trapped
in the corner and the referees called
a jump ball, giving the possession
back to the Spartans.

Frilling scored the go-ahead shot
with nine seconds after he grabbed
an offensive board and scored off
a layup. The Titans turned the ball
over and were forced to commit a
foul on Prendergast with 1.1 sec-
onds to go. Prendergast was perfect
in his trip to the line, increasing
the Case Western lead to 77-74.
Muench threw up a wild shot at the
buzzer but hit the side of the rim as
the Titans fell to CWRU.

Five Titans received all confer-
ence recognition last Wednesday
as Borchert, Muench and Plamann
were selected to the All-WIAC
First Team. Lewis was named
WIAC Coach of the Year.

Herd’s Gabriel joins the Los Angeles Lakers

By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

The Los Angeles Lakers signed
Wisconsin Herd forward Wenyen

Gabriel to a two-way contract on
March 2, the fourth NBA team that
has signed Gabriel this season.

A Two-way contract means that
Gabrielle can play on both the Lak-

ers and their G League affiliate, the
South Bay Lakers.

The 6’-9” forward played in
eight games this season for the
Herd, the NBA G League affiliate

of the Milwaukee Bucks, and av-
eraged 16.3 points, 9.5 rebounds
and 2.4 assists per game. Gabriel,
from South Sudan, has had eight
double-doubles and five 20+ point

games this year in the G League.

Gabriel said that moving up
and down between the NBA and
G League is part of the G League
experience.

“We get called down here so we
can get called back up to the NBA,”
Gabriel said. “I think it’s great that
alot of our guys got the opportunity
to play in the NBA this season.”

Gabriel was signed to 10-day
contracts with the Brooklyn Nets,
the Los Angeles Clippers and, most
recently, the New Orleans Pelicans
this season. He appeared in six
NBA games with the Clippers, av-
eraging 2.3 points and 2.3 rebounds
in 7.7 minutes per game.

“Moving up to the NBA also
opens up a lot of opportunities for
people down here [in the G league],
and much of the game is about op-
portunities,” Gabriel said. “I think
just being up and down and be-
ing ready for whatever the game
throws at you is important.”

The former five-star recruit
played at the University of Ken-
tucky for two seasons, averaging
6.8 points and 5.4 rebounds per
game in his sophomore season. Ga-
briel led the team in blocks with 40,
as the Wildcats made it to the Sweet
16 in the NCAA Tournament.

The Herd will play the Maine
Celtics at home on March 13.

OFFERING UWO 107 DISCOUNT ALWAYS!

Open 11 a.m. — 8 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
and 11 a.m. — 9 p.m. Friday-Saturday

FREE EatStreet Delivery
¢ 424 N. Main St., Downtown Oshkosh

e https://rockysonmain.com/
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The annual Womxn Leading UWO exhibit is located on the second floor of Reeve Union and is available until the end of March. The exhibit displays UWO’s women.

New exhibit celebrates women

By Mattie Beck
beckm88 @uwosh.edu

Currently located on the sec-
ond floor of Reeve Union is the
annual Womxn Leading UWO
exhibit, formerly known as the
Titan LeadHERship exhibit.

The exhibit features women
leaders from the three different
campuses and shines a light on
them and their inspiring stories.

Darinka Lechuga, an intern at
the Women’s Center, put togeth-
er this year’s exhibit and was
inspired by achievements and

UWO

awareness.

“As it promotes women’s lead-
ership experiences and achieve-
ments, it also shows awareness
on gender leadership gap by
inspiring the women-identified
students to see themselves as a
women leading UWO,” Lechuga
said.

The exhibit shows women in
leadership roles throughout the
universities, and while some were
nominated others were sought out
by Lechuga and other employees.

“Besides nominations, the
Women’s Center used Titan Con-
nections to look for presidents

and advisors of a student orga-
nization on all three campuses,”
Lechuga said.

Though the exhibit does a
great job of highlighting women
in leadership roles, the exhibit is
also meant to raise awareness of a
lack of leadership.

“Our biggest hope that peo-
ple take away from this exhibit
is showing the awareness of the
gender leadership gap on all three
campuses,” Lechuga said.

The exhibit is also meant to
have another takeaway, which is
to inspire those who see it.

“Last but not least, the Wom-

en’s Center hopes to continue
to inspire individuals as they
move forward in their leadership
paths,” Lechuga said.

Along with this exhibit, there
was a leadership conference that
opened to women across the cam-
puses to come and interact with
one another.

For Lechuga, her favorite part
was the opportunities that were
provided by this conference that
the exhibit went along with.

“The conference portion of
this gave the opportunity to the
campus community to come to-
gether and celebrate the women

Silent Sky

by Lauren Cunderson
Directed by Merlaine Angwall

on campus who hold leadership
positions,” Lechuga said.

The conference was held on
March 4 and 5 and provided those
who attended with networking
opportunities, a chance to talk
with other leaders and breakout
sessions.

“I also thought the breakout
sessions were a great way to in-
tegrate leadership with education
and how they connect to being a
successful leader,” Lechuga said.

The exhibit will be running un-
til the end of Women’s Month and
can be found on the second floor
of Reeve.

March 3, 4,5, 11, 12 at 7:30 p.m.
March 13 at 2 p.m.

THEATRE ARTS CENTER
1010 ALGOMA BLVD, OSHKOSH, WI 54901
BOX OFFICE: (920) 424-4417
boxoffice@uwosh.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

OSHKOSH

Scan To Buy Tickets
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Anthony Ray Hinton speaks to UWO students about the 30 years he wrongfully served on death row for a crime he didn’t commit in 1985 in Birmingham, Alabama.

Speaker discusses time on death row

By Lexi Langendorf
langel29@uwosh.edu

Anthony Ray Hinton, an in-
nocent man who wrongly served
30 years on death row, shared
his story with UWO students at
a speaker event last Thursday
night.

Hinton said that he was im-
prisoned for most of his life after
being charged with two capital
murders committed in 1985. His
conviction rested solely on the
assertion that a revolver belong-
ing to his mother was the gun
used in both murders.

According to the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative, Hinton was one
of the longest serving death row
prisoners in Alabama history
and among the longest serving
condemned prisoners to be freed
after presenting evidence of in-
nocence.

At age 29, Hinton was arrested
while mowing his mother’s lawn
and taken to Birmingham County
Jail.

“When I woke up that morn-
ing, going to jail wasn’t on my

My mother always told me

to tell the truth. So | said,

'you want me to confess to

a crime | didn't commit?’ |

could never stand up and

say | did something | didn't.
- Anthony Ray Hinton

mind because I hadn’t committed
a crime,” Hinton said.

“I must’ve asked the detectives
50 times, ‘why am I being arrest-
ed?’” Hinton said. “But they nev-
er responded.”

Finally, Hinton said that the
detectives told him that he would
be charged with the murders and
robberies.

“The detective said: ‘You’'re
being arrested for five things,”
Hinton said. “‘One, you’'re
Black; two, a white man is gon-
na say you shot him; three, you
gonna have a white prosecutor,
a white judge, and a white jury.
Conviction, conviction, convic-
tion, conviction, conviction.””

Hinton said he told the detec-
tives that he could never take an-
other human being’s life, but he
remained locked in a cell. And
then one day, an officer spoke to
him.

“He said, ‘Let me be honest
with you. I truly believe you
didn’t do it. But there’s always
someone. Why don’t you just
take this rap for one of your
homeboys?” And I said back,
‘Officer, there’s not a homeboy
in the world that I would take a
rap like this for.””

Hinton said he stayed in Jeffer-
son County Jail in Birmingham,
Alabama for a year and a half be-
fore his trial.

On December
17, 1986 Hinton
was  sentenced
to solitary con-
finement for 30
years.

“Once 1 was
on death row
I didn’t say a
word to anoth-
er human being
for three long
years,” Hinton
said. “I was an-
gry. Angry be-
cause my mother
raised me to be-
lieve in this jus-
tice system.”

While on
death row, Hin-
ton said that he frequently imag-
ined scenarios with celebrities in
his head. He said he had tea with
the Queen of England, and at one
point he was married to Halle
Berry but divorced her for San-

dra Bullock.

“I was in hell, but I didn’t wan-
na live in hell,” Hinton said. “So
I imagined.”

Hinton described the moment
when he was brought out of his
cell to meet with an attorney

next two attorney generals also
refused to re-examine the evi-
dence.”

While working with Stevenson
to escape death row, Hinton got
word that his mother had died.

“When I got that news, I in-

Courtesy of University of Notre Dame

from Boston, who was sent by
the founder of the Equal Justice
Initiative, Bryan Stevenson.

“The lawyer said he could get
me life without parole,” Hinton
said. “My mother always told me
to tell the truth. So I said, ‘you
want me to confess to a crime
I didn’t commit? I could never
stand up and say I did something
I didn’t. And by the way, I need a
lawyer that believes in me.””

Hinton said he sent the lawyer
away, then wrote Bryan Steven-
son a letter asking for him to con-
sider being his lawyer.

When Stevenson accepted,
Hinton said that he had no doubt
in his mind that God had sent him
His number one lawyer.

“So we asked the attorney gen-
eral to re-examine the evidence,”
Hinton said. “He said as far as
he was concerned, it would be
a waste of taxpayer money. The

formed Mr. Stevenson that I
didn’t give a damn about that
case,” Hinton said. “I didn’t care
if the state of Alabama came and
executed me right then.”

Hinton said he didn’t see a
world without his mother.

“But that night in my cell, I
could hear my mother telling me
that she didn’t raise a quitter,”
Hinton said. “And I never wanted
to disappoint my mother.”

So, with Stevenson by his side,
Hinton filed a case to the United
States Supreme Court, which, ac-
cording to Hinton, did something
it had never done in the history of
the courts.

“All nine justices ruled that |
was entitled to a new trial,” Hin-
ton said.

But Hinton reflected on his iso-
lated death row experience, shar-
ing that some days he would ask
the officer outside his cell, “is the

sun shining?”

“A man next to my cell on
death row was a young 19-year-
old KKK member named Henry
who grew up in a hateful envi-
ronment,” Hinton said. “For 15
years I had the pleasure of trying
to convince him that I wasn’t his
enemy.”

Hinton said that he and Henry
eventually became good friends.

“On the day of his execution, I
told Henry that I truly considered
him my friend and loved him like
a brother,” Hinton said. “Before
his death, Henry said, ‘all my life
I was told to hate. But the very
people that they taught me to hate
for the last 15 years have shown
me nothing but love.””

Hinton said that every day he
finds himself crying for what he
went through and for the things
that he’s seen.

“If you lived 30 feet from the
death chamber and all you could
do was smell the flesh of anoth-
er human body, how could one
erase that?” Hinton said.

But Hinton said that he forgave
the men that put him on death
row and kept him there.

“I forgive the men that got to-
gether and did this because they
had the power to,” Hinton said.
“I didn’t forgive them so they
could sleep good at night; I for-
gave them so I could sleep good
at night.”

Hinton ended his speech ask-
ing UWO to ask themselves
what they would do if they were
charged with a crime they didn’t
commit.

“What would you do if you
were asked to take a polygraph
test where they care more about
the color of your skin than the re-
sults?” Hinton said. “What would
you do if you had to live in a cell
the size of your bathroom the rest
of your life? What would you do
if you’d been waiting all your life
to die, and one day, you were set
free?”
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Adopt, don’t shop: Shelters save lives

By Kyra Slakes
slakesky39 @uwosh.edu

There are an estimated 10,000
puppy mills in the United States
and more than 2 million puppies
are bred in mills each year. In
addition, an estimated 1.2 mil-
lion dogs are euthanized in shel-
ters yearly.

These statistics are large and
alarming.

Many puppies that are found
at puppy mills are not taken
care of. They may have bleeding
and swollen paws from the wire
cages they’re in, severe tooth
decay, severe ear infections, suf-
fer from dehydration or have a
plethora of other health issues.

In most states, puppy mills
are legal as long as the owners
go through training and get the
proper permits. But there are the
“backyard breeders” who decide
to have some dogs to make mon-
ey off them. According to the
Humane Society of the United
States, in 2009 Wisconsin be-
came the 10th state to adopt leg-
islation cracking down on puppy
mills, “requiring licensing, in-
spection and basic standards of
humane care at large-scale dog
breeding operations.”

But all too often, puppy mills
will overbreed dogs despite the
dogs having some kind of ge-
netic defect or other kinds of
health issues. Again, some of the
breeders don’t care. As long as
they can make money, they’re
going to keep doing what they’re
doing.

Once a mother dog is no lon-
ger able to produce puppies,
the mill owners often kill her

Kyra Slakes / Advance-Titan

Adopting from animal shelters is a great way to expand your family while saving abandoned animals in need of a loving home.

because she is no longer useful
to them. Sometimes, they will
kill the mother dogs by starving
them, shooting them, drowning
them, beating them or a num-
ber of other cruel and heartless
ways.

While there are a number of
no-kill shelters across the United
States — including the Oshkosh
Area Humane Society — those
shelters only have so much room
and if they run out of room, it’s

more likely that those other dogs
will end up at a shelter that does
euthanize them.

Laws vary from state to state
about how long a dog must be
in a shelter before it can be eu-
thanized. Some shelters have a
five to seven day period before
they’ll do anything; others only
give 48 to 72 hours.

In Wisconsin, the person that
has custody of an animal may
have the animal euthanized if

there are reasonable grounds to
believe that the animal is hope-
lessly injured beyond any rea-
sonable chance of recovery or
the animal poses an imminent
threat to public health or safety.

The Wisconsin Humane Soci-
ety never euthanizes animals for
reasons of space or time. All an-
imals in their adoption program
have as long as it takes to find a
new home.

We all enjoy having our pets

in our lives, and we treat our
pets like family, so if you’re
looking to expand your fami-
ly in this manner, adopt, don’t
shop. To learn more about ani-
mal adoption, go to the Wiscon-
sin Humane Society website at
wihumane.org.

UW Oshkosh deserves a hockey rink

By Jacob Link
linkjl3@uwosh.edu

For some, hockey is synony-
mous with winter in Wisconsin.
But the city of Oshkosh, the
ninth largest city in the state,
does not have a single public
hockey rink.

Oshkosh has just one pub-
lic skating rink, located at Roe
Park, but the rules of the rink
state that there is no hockey al-
lowed. Those interested in play-
ing hockey for fun must either
trek out the Oshkosh YMCA on
20th Avenue or play on Lake
Winnebago. This would force
students at UW Oshkosh to trav-
el almost two miles to reach a
pickup game of hockey.

At the YMCA, visitors who
want to play hockey must pay
for ice time. Currently, it costs
$5 for members and $7 for
non-members to play hockey
on the ice. The YMCA also re-
quires full pads and helmets
for playing a friendly pickup
game. According to newtohock-
ey.com, a full set of new pads
and a helmet cost between $500
and $1,000. This is a ridiculous
price for anyone who just wants
to play a casual game of hockey.

I don’t know many people
who play pickup hockey that
have all the “required” equip-
ment. For the average outdoor
hockey player, a stick, puck and

Courtesy of Oshkosh YMCA

The Oshkosh YMCA requires hockey players to pay a fee to utilize the rink as well as wear full gear.

skates are all that are needed.
The YMCA does not rent out
pads for users but rents skates
for $1.50 for members and $3
for non-members.

The other option for hockey
lovers is to play on Lake Win-
nebago. This can be dangerous
because the ice is not monitored
by anyone and can crack or shift
at any time. Ice conditions also
vary from day to day, and it’s

usually only early in the win-
ter that you find the smooth ice
without snow on top that makes
for good skating. Plus, if there
was a recent snowstorm, you’d
need to shovel first.

My recommendation for
UWO is to put up an outdoor
hockey rink on campus. There
would be plenty of interest for
hockey since most of the student
body comes from Wisconsin

and Minnesota, which is known
as the hockey state. It would
also provide an opportunity for
people not from the Midwest to
learn about the cultural signifi-
cance of hockey to the people of
this area.

The cost of operating a hock-
ey rink is not as steep as you
would think. According to Pat
Baye, recreation supervisor of
the Green Bay Parks, Recre-

ation and Forestry Department,
it costs $3,545.28 to run one
hockey rink over the winter sea-
son.

“We averaged 45 people per
night at each hockey rink [this
season],” Baye said. “The length
of the season varies greatly from
year to year, depending on the
overall temperature and sun.”

The cost may look significant,
but students would pay just over
23 cents each if the university
divided its cost equally among
the 15,209 students enrolled
at UWO for the fall semester.
The university already forces
students to pay for the Student
Recreation and Wellness Center
as well as the Rec Plex in their
bill each semester. If UW Osh-
kosh can raise its tuition every
few years, it can afford to add
23 cents to the bill.

UWO has a field that, for as
long as I have been here, has
not been utilized. East Hall Park
contains a flat, large open area
that would be perfect for a hock-
ey rink. It would finally give the
university a use for a park that
is forgotten about. What is the
point of UWO owning land that
they do not use?

UWO already has special fa-
cilities for basketball, soccer,
tennis and lacrosse for students
to use. It is time the university
added a hockey rink to the mix.
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