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Left: Vicki Sadler, on the left, and her daughter Mandy Olesen, on the right, worked as custodial supervisors throughout COVID-19. Top right: UWO baseball player Tom 
Cermak in 2021. Bottom right: Malida Chang said COVID-19 showed her how precious time is while working as a CNA.

‘Who will tell these stories?’

COVID stories highlight struggles
By Cory Sparks
sparkc21@uwosh.edu

Humans of Oshkosh founder 
Grace Lim and four UW Oshkosh 
honors students will present “Cam-
pus Covid Stories” at 5 p.m. April 
27 in the Theatre Arts Center.

Tanner Sarauer, MaryAnn Rein-
dl, Emelia Smith and Cory Sparks 
will be telling an audio-visual story 
of various Titans impacted by the 
pandemic. They will present anec-
dotes from people of all roles on 
campus to display the struggles and 
perseverance of the community.

The UWO Music Department 
will also provide music to accom-
pany the presentation.

The students worked under Lim 
with the goal of showcasing the 
storylines of students, professors, 
coaches and other faculty from 
2020 to the present day.

Lim spearheaded this project 
dating back to fall 2021, when 
she started having students from a 
class interview individuals about 
how COVID-19 altered their lives 
and the lives of those around them. 
Lim and her students tell over 120 
stories with over 1.5 million words 
that’ll be archived for future gener-
ations to read.

Lim said that what started as a 
suggestion from Chancellor An-
drew Leavitt turned into something 
much larger.

“My initial thought process was 
what stories do we want to tell?” 
Lim said. “Who will tell these 
stories? How will the stories be 
collected? Who will collect the 
stories? To tell you the truth, it 
was just a germ of an idea from 
Chancellor Leavitt and it grew into 
something truly important.”

From there, Lim and the honors 
students transcribed, paraphrased 
and helped archive the interviews 
into stories about people in dif-
ferent segments of the campus. 
The stories are printed into a book 
about the shockwave that the pan-
demic sent through UWO.

Sarauer, a senior at UWO, has 
spent the last eight months talking 
to a variety of UWO students 
and faculty, including Chancellor 
Leavitt and Provost John Koker, to 
help recall the process of shutting 
down an entire campus with little 
to no notice. 

He keyed in on students’ un-
known fate as they packed their 
bags and left town while the weight 
of the world was on Leavitt’s shoul-
ders during an unprecedented time.

Reindl, an Oshkosh junior, cov-
ered the stories of essential work-
ers. While many fled home to take 
shelter during a horrifying and un-
certain time period, essential work-
ers didn’t have that option. There 
were still bills to be paid, mouths 
to feed and work to be done.

Many of these people put their 
lives on the line, and Reindl doc-
umented what they had to go 
through.

Lim said that by creating a mas-
sive archive of Oshkosh’s venture 
through the pandemic, she gained 
an increased appreciation for those 
unsung heroes.

“I had really little idea of what 
the members of the Emergency 
Operations Committee and the Re-
covery Task Force were doing,” 
she said. “Talk about unsung he-
roes of the university during the 
time of COVID.”

Smith, a UWO junior, covered 
the fall 2021 semester where class-
es were back in a hybrid format. 
COVID-19 cases were on the rise 
with students back on campus, fac-
ulty were reluctant to return to the 
university and Leavitt was doing 
everything from running the front 
desk at a residence hall to teaching 
a lab course. Leavitt’s ability to 

lead by example was one of many 
acts that guided UWO on the road 
to recovery.

Smith also talked about the nurs-
ing program and how so many 
brave students administered vac-
cines and ran the on-campus clin-
ics. 

Sparks, an Oshkosh senior, cov-
ered the spring 2022 semester, 
UWO athletics and the gymnastics 
program’s historic run to a nation-
al championship. The gymnastics 
program, like other teams compet-
ing into the playoffs in March, was 
sent home right before traveling to 
the national championship.

Sparks covers their resurgence to 
glory after 24 long months of tri-
pled practices, positive COVID-19 
cases and an eventual national title.

Sarauer said that upon reflect-
ing on his work throughout the 
past calendar year, he hopes that 
the thoroughness of this project is 
able to accurately describe what so 
many Titans have gone through.

“I have spent countless hours lis-
tening, reading, writing, cropping, 
editing, searching, you name it,” 
Sarauer said. “We want to make 
sure that the campus story is told 
correctly, and hopefully our fin-
ished product does just that.”

Sarauer and the other honors stu-
dents are getting a thesis credit for 
this year-long project. He said that 
this route is one that he prefers as it 
differs from the style of papers he 
writes for his major-related school 
work.

“I am always writing very formal 
works on politics and government 
in my major course work, so it was 
nice to do something unique like 
this project for my honors thesis,” 
he said. “It is so important to not 
only know what we went through, 
but how we were able to survive 
that time of extreme uncertainty.”

Lim referred to the Spanish flu 
pandemic of 1918, happening just 
over a century prior to the year 
COVID-19 was declared a pan-
demic-level threat.

She said that there isn’t nearly 
enough information available from 
that time, and while everyone may 
be eager to move on from this pan-
demic, they shouldn’t be so quick 
to drop the lessons it taught.

“We humans are a forgetful 
bunch,” Lim said. “We have lived 
through a defining moment in the 
21st century. We have to preserve 
our stories before we forget them.”

Doors to the Theatre Arts Center 
will open at 4:30 p.m. on April 27.
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Students compete for $30,000
By Josh Lehner
lehnerjo70@uwosh.edu

Ten UW Oshkosh student en-
trepreneurs pitched their business 
ideas to a panel of judges hoping 
to win part of the $30,000 up for 
grabs during last week’s Culver’s 
Business Model Competition.

The annual event provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to gain 
funding and other resources for 
their startup businesses.

Presenters were given four 
minutes to showcase their busi-
ness followed by two minutes of 
questions from the panel of judg-
es.

The top three finalists took 
home splits of the $30,000 prize, 
while first and second place 
qualified to compete in “The 
Pitch” — a startup business pitch 
competition for college student 
teams.

Colin Schuler won first place 
for his company, Spot2Hunt, 
which he called the “Airbnb 
of the hunting industry.” He 
received $5,000 in cash and 
$10,000 in kind. 

Through an app, landowners 
would be able to rent their prop-
erty to hunters for a designated 
period of time. By partnering 
with landowners, Schueler said 
his company already has access 
to over 1,200 acres of hunting 
land.

Schuler said the idea for his 
company came to him because he 
was always trying to improve his 
hunting.

“Hunting really is my true 
passion,” he said. “[But] I nev-
er thought I would be pitching a 
hunting idea … I’ve been mean-

ing to do this competition for a 
couple of years, and I finally set 
aside the time. So it all just came 
together perfectly.”

Schuler plans on using the 
prize money to develop his app 
and website.

Baylee Cottrell won sec-
ond place for her company, 
Blush House, which rents vaca-
tion-style homes that double as 
bridal suites. Her business would 
provide the proper lighting, seat-
ing and accommodations for styl-
ists and photographers.

Cottrell, who won $3,500 in 
cash and $6,500 in kind, said that 
winning was a massive honor, es-
pecially as a woman in entrepre-
neurship, and that the prize mon-
ey will be used to help develop 
key aspects of her business.

“I would love to start looking 
into properties in the Oshkosh 
area,” she said. “I’m excited to 
put it toward my education in 
bridal, weddings and my own 
business that I have now. [There 
are] lots of possibilities.”

Both Schuler and Cottrell rep-
resented UWO at the Pitch Event 
on April 19.

Cole Saathoff won third place 
— worth $1,500 in cash and 
$3,500 in kind — for his com-
pany, Luster Technology, which 
aims at creating fully custom-
izable, touch-activated light 
switches.

Saathoff said his prize money 
will go toward patents.

Guests voted for the winner of 
the $250 People’s Choice Award. 
Alex Ziegler won with his com-
pany, Zeki Tea, a specialty tea 
aimed at promoting mental and 
physical health.

In addition to various flavors 
and brews, the teas correspond 
to different aspects of health and 
wellness, such as stress relief, 
meditation and sleep wellness. 
Ziegler also designed an app that, 
in conjunction with the tea, helps 
promote wellness.

There were many other pitchs 
proposed at the event. 

Adrian Girone’s company, 
Rzad Softworks, centers around a 
restaurant reservation system that 
lays out a restaurant’s menu and 
seating availability in real-time 
through an app or website.

Maggie and Malik Baiyewu 
pitched their company Life Map, 
a mobile app that would store 
personal and family information, 
such as passwords and legal doc-
uments.

Ryan Sommercorn pitched 
VM Now, an on-campus vend-
ing machine that would provide 
over-the-counter pharmaceutical 
products, school supplies and ev-
ery day essentials.

Among the event’s attendees 
was UWO alumnus and Culver’s 
founder Craig Culver, who spoke 
to guests about the Culver’s fran-
chise and the student entrepre-
neurs.

“I’ve been doing this [speech] 
since the inception, and this was 
the 10 best presentations I’ve 
seen,” Culver said. “When I was 
going to school, I wasn’t think-
ing how they (the student entre-
preneurs) are thinking. If you 
truly have passion for what you 
do, and you have a concept, I’ll 
almost guarantee your success.”

Josh Lehner / Advance-Titan
Award-winners pose with their trophies after winning the Culver’s 
Business Model Competition. Finalists split $30,000 in prizes. 

UWO climate event sparks concern 
By Nolan Swenson
swensonno56@uwosh.edu

UW Oshkosh will host  ‘Cli-
mate Change: Crisis or Not? 
What is the solution?,’ a title a 
UWO professor views as prob-
lematic.

The event is sponsored by Free-
dom of Expression, a fund of the 
UW Oshkosh Foundation, and 
features speakers Robert Bryce 

and Steve 
Nieland.

In a press re-
lease from the 
university, the 
event will be a 
“discussion in 
which present-
ers will discuss 
differing per-
spectives on 
climate change, 

what can be done to address the 
situation and the role economics, 
available resources and differenc-
es of opinion play in developing 
solutions.”

Jim Feldman, professor of en-
vironmental studies and history, 
said that climate change is an un-
deniable crisis.

“There is absolute scientific 
evidence and policy-making cer-
tainty that climate change is a 
crisis,” he said. “The climate is 
changing because of human ac-
tivity and it’s going to be bad. It’s 
going to cause dramatic disloca-
tions for people around the world 
and potentially in Oshkosh.”

Feldman said that hosting this 
event on campus is a hindrance to 
recent campus efforts to address 
its role in climate issues.

“The university has made re-
ally important decisions with cli-
mate change in mind,” he said. 
“[UWO] has committed to … 
limiting our fossil fuel output by 
2030. We’ve put sustainability as 
part of our education plan and our 
strategic plan. Having an event 
that calls into question whether 
climate change is a crisis or not 
really undermines that work.”

Some of the engineering efforts 
put out by UWO are the eight 
Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) Build-
ings, as well as the implemen-
tation of a variety of renewable 
energy installations.

In 2018, UWO launched the 
Sustainability Institute of Region-
al Transformations that focuses 
on outreach to the community and 
students, offering learning oppor-
tunities to support sustainability 
initiatives.

He said discussion about cli-
mate change is important going 
forward, but it should be centered 
around how to address issues 
rather than whether or not there is 
an issue.

“I’m open to a huge range of 
perspectives, but there simply 
isn’t debate about whether cli-
mate change is a crisis or not,” 
Feldman said. “The title of the 
panel implies that there’s debate. 
That perpetuates the political-
ly motivated idea that climate 
change is not a problem. There 
are political beliefs that are less 
likely to be supported on campus 
and this should be one of them.”

Feldman said that since a sig-
nificant majority of experts say 
climate change is a problem, the 

university shouldn’t expend re-
sources on debating whether it is 
or not.

“When 99% of all climate sci-
entists agree this is a problem, we 
shouldn’t be giving time to the 
idea that says it’s not,” he said. 

He said that he still is open to 
hearing what the panel has to say, 
but it should be based around ad-
dressing problems as opposed to 
denial.

“I don’t know what they’re go-
ing to say at the panel,” he said. 
“I’m trying not to jump to conclu-
sions that I necessarily disagree 
with everything. If what they’re 
saying is we cannot scale re-
newable energy fast enough and 
we need to use nuclear energy 
instead, that’s the range of diver-
gent political and policy events 
that is really appropriate to de-
bate; it’s the title of the panel that 
I’m concerned about.”

He said that there are bet-
ter ways to address these issues 
on campus when hosting these 
events, and that the sponsors 
of the event should have gone 

through academic channels.
“If the group had reached out to 

the sustainability experts on cam-
pus, we would have said, ‘Let’s 
come up with an event that brings 
the campus together to talk about 
important issues where there’s a 
range of opinion,’ instead of an 
event that seems to undermine the 
work we’re doing on sustainabil-
ity,” he said.

In response to the upcom-
ing event, Feldman encourag-
es students to attend and ask 
thought-provoking questions in a 
professional manner.

“I encourage you to go and ask 
good, respectful questions,” he 
said. “In some times and places, 
disrupting events like this has 
happened, but I’m not advocating 
for students to go and disrupt this 
event; I think that would be inap-
propriate.”

‘Climate Change: Crisis or 
Not? What is the solution?,’ will 
be hosted in the Culver Family 
Welcome Center on Wednesday, 
April 26 at 6 p.m.

Feldman

Corrections
A headline and photo caption were incorrect in a story about the 
UW Oshkosh Theatre Department in the April 13 issue. Only 
majors, not minors, are impacted by Provost John Koker’s deci-
sion to temporarily halt students from declaring a major in theater 
until enrollment increases. In addition, the Freedom of Information 
request information was misleading. The records requested did not 
exist; the public records custodian did not decline to provide the 
emails as first reported.

In another story on April 13, “UWO softball wins 7th straight 
game,” the spelling of one of the player’s names was incorrect. The 
correct spelling is Ana Iliopoulos.
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UWO looks to improve commuter experience
By Kelly Hueckman
hueckk24@uwosh.edu

UW Oshkosh commuting stu-
dents face additional challenges 
compared to residential students 
that can decrease their involve-
ment and success, UWO staff and 
students said, although they are 
looking to improve the overall ex-
perience.

“Commuter students have many 
challenges, including family ob-
ligations, personal relationships, 
work, time management and ac-
climating to the university,” UWO 
Center for Academic Resources 
Director Jessica Spanbauer said. 

Currently, there are 12,978 stu-
dents living off campus of the 
15,209 students enrolled at UWO 
during the 2022-23 academic year, 
according to UWO open records. 
This year, the number of students 
living in campus resident housing 
is the lowest it’s been in the past 
six academic years.

Meanwhile, the percentage of 
first-year students who commute 
to UWO has increased from 10.6% 
in 2018 to 15.3% in Fall 2022, ac-
cording to Spanbauer, who wrote 
a research paper on the topic last 
summer. The percentage spiked to 
23.6% in 2020, but never dipped 
below the 2018 percentage of 
10.6%.

In her study, she found that al-
though commuting students make 
up a significant portion of UWO, 
they have historically fallen behind 
in their academic career.

“Our first-year commuter stu-
dents are lagging behind in both re-
tention and graduation rates com-
pared to their residential peers,” 

Spanbauer said. “They also earn 
fewer credits and have a lower 
overall cumulative grade point av-
erage compared to their residential 
peers.”

On top of their tendency to trail 
behind their peers in academia, 
commuters are also shown to be 
less involved in university activi-
ties and other extracurricular offer-
ings, she said.

One reason commuters can 
feel disconnected from UWO is 
conflicting time schedules, UWO 
commuter student Luiza Nelson 
said.

“Most events happen at night, 
and most commuter students can-
not wait around from the end of 
class to the start of the events, 
which can take hours,” she said.

New Student and Family Pro-
grams specialist Emily Brooke 
said that when talking with stu-

dents, she received comments that 
university events were also not as 
relevant to commuter students as 
to other students.

“When I had Titan Welcome 
last fall, a lot of feedback that I got 
from students, primarily non-tradi-
tional and commuter students, was 
that there were not a lot of specif-
ic events that pertained to them,” 
Brooke said.

Brooke also took part in host-
ing a commuting student panel in 
January to encourage conversation 
and questions about navigating 
college as a commuter student. 

Second year commuting student 
Sophia Runge said difficulty find-
ing a parking space is one of her 
main daily concerns, a common 
complaint from commuting stu-
dents.

“Being a commuter student is 
not the most convenient,” Runge 

said. “I would say parking is a big 
issue when it comes to driving to 
college; there’s not enough space 
for the passes the school gives 
out.”

Currently, there are 2,760 park-
ing spaces available to commut-
ing students, residential students, 
faculty and staff, according to the 
UWO Police Department. A park-
ing lot with 74 spaces is allotted for 
commuting students only.

The total number of parking 
spaces commuters are allowed to 
park in is less than 25% of the pop-
ulation of UWO students living off 
campus. 

More introductory resources, 
especially concerning parking, 
to first-year commuting students 
would have been helpful, Runge 
said.

“I think it would be helpful if 
UWO had videos for incoming 
commuter students on how to nav-
igate campus and which parking 
lots are best for certain buildings,” 
she said. “I had to learn that on my 
own and it took me a little bit to 
figure out.”

Brooke said that because incom-
ing commuting students tend to 
have difficulty navigating campus 
and finding events that pertain to 
them, they can struggle making 
connections at school.

“The big point is getting in-
volved because you don’t have 
that natural connection,” she said. 
“You kind of have to make a more 
intentional effort to seek out com-
munities like getting an on-campus 
job or getting involved in a club.” 

To encourage student involve-
ment, New Student and Family 
Programs and commuting students 
have discussed creating an orga-

nization for UWO commuters, 
Brooke said.

“Currently, there is no commut-
er student organization,” she said. 
“There was, many years ago, but it 
dissolved over time. That is some-
thing that people are interested in 
reviving to have a specific space or 
club that commuters can connect 
in.”

Spanbauer said that after gather-
ing commuter student data, she and 
New Student and Family Programs 
are currently fleshing out different 
strategies to increase these stu-
dents’ involvement and success.

“I knew that in general, com-
muter students struggled with their 
connection to campus,” she said. 
“However, seeing the data of our 
first-year commuter students made 
me realize that something more 
needs to be done to support these 
students.”

Some strategies include iden-
tifying first-year commuting stu-
dents to maximize outreach efforts, 
including a specialized portion in 
Titan Takeoff for commuters and 
implementing a summer bridge 
program geared directly toward 
these students.

Brooke said reaching out to 
commuting students and giving 
them more relevant resources is 
a priority for Spanbauer and New 
Student and Family Programs.

“We’re really trying to adapt 
our programs to cater to commuter 
students,” she said. “What’s being 
offered is really hard for them be-
cause a lot of commuter students 
are on the road or have a job to get 
to, so we are trying to be more in-
tentional about meeting that popu-
lation’s needs.”

Kelly Hueckman / Advance-Titan
Mikayla Morrell finishes homework in the commuter lounge, located 
on the first floor of  Reeve Memorial Union in room 102C.

Survey considers replacing Halsey
By Josh Lehner
lehnerjo70@uwosh.edu

A survey was recently sent to 
students asking them their opin-
ions on Halsey Science Center, 
as UW Oshkosh Chancellor An-
drew Leavitt tasked a group with 
creating a document that makes 
the case for its replacement.

Students who utilize Halsey 
are encouraged to complete the 
survey, which can be found at 
https://bit.ly/41BCZ9P. 

“The members of the Chan-
cellor’s Science Building White 
Paper committee were charged 
to create a document demon-
strating the limitations of the 
current Halsey Science Center 
and visioning the advantages to 
teaching, learning and research 
that could be provided in a new 
building,” the survey says.

Committee member and biol-
ogy professor Robert Mitchell 
said a new building is needed 
because science has progressed 
in the 60 years since Halsey’s 
construction.

“Consider that Halsey was 
built only a decade after the 
structure of DNA was solved and 
still a decade before the first per-
sonal computer,” he said. “We 
now have entirely new fields like 
molecular biology, biotechnol-
ogy and genomics, and modern 
research labs and teaching class-
rooms have very high technolo-
gy and equipment demands that 
were not anticipated by the ar-
chitects.”

Mitchell said that campus 

buildings aren’t simply class-
rooms and offices, and that they 
should include gathering spaces, 
studying areas and dining op-
tions — which are largely absent 
from the current building.

Chemistry department co-
chair Kevin Crawford, who is 
also one of the committee mem-
bers, emphasized the need for 
food and beverage options be-
yond vending machines, saying 
that a new building should be 
open for students to study and do 
group work, with faculty offices 
nearby.

“I think all academic buildings 
should be designed to help build 
connections between students 

and faculty,” he said. “Mod-
ern science research is not done 
alone in a lab, so our building 
should encourage coming to-
gether outside the classroom 
for learning and research. More 
open and welcoming spaces 
would help with retention and 
recruitment of students, too.”

Crawford said that a new 
building should also provide 
more flexibility in classrooms.

“Many of our current spaces 
in Halsey can only be used in 
one way,” he said. “The large 
lecture rooms have fixed seating 
on tiers. Modern large classroom 
spaces often have moveable fur-
niture to allow the space to be 

used in several different ways, 
not just for traditional lectures.”

But Crawford said one of his 
concerns over a new building is 
sustainability, since Halsey is the 
second largest energy-consum-
ing building on campus — next 
to the heating plant.

“That’s not unexpected since 
it is a science building, but we 
should have a goal of a very sus-
tainability-minded construction 
process and energy efficient final 
building,” he said.

He also said he wants to ensure 
that money is allocated to update 
teaching and research equip-
ment.

Halsey was named after Rufus 

Halsey, who served as school 
president from 1899 to 1907. The 
first sections of the building were 
constructed in 1963 to address 
the school’s growing curriculum. 
The building was expanded af-
terward, with the fourth and final 
section being finished in 1969.

A replacement to Halsey 
would be constructed within the 
next five to ten years.

All of the survey responses 
will be incorporated into a paper 
that will be finished in late May, 
Crawford said. It will then be 
used by Leavitt to lobby the UW 
System and the state to add the 
building project to the state’s list 
of capital projects.

UWO Archives and Josh Lehner / Advance-Titan
Halsey (right) has changed little since the 1970s (left). Professors who utilize the building have pointed to the fact that Halsey hasn’t kept up 
with science and technology. UWO computer science chair George Thomas said that a more modern, welcoming space with more lounges 
and study space will benefit students.
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By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh baseball team 
won both games of its doublehead-
er against UW-Stout, taking down 
the Blue Devils 14-7 and 12-8, re-
spectively, at First National Bank 
Field in River Falls April 15.

With the victories over Stout, 
the Titans are now tied for first 
place in the Wisconsin Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference and 
UWO head coach Kevin Toma-
siewicz became the third coach 
in program history to reach 200 
career wins. Oshkosh is currently 
ranked No. 21 in the country by 
d3baseball.com.

In the first game of the double-
header, LJ Waco picked up his 
fourth win of the season, allow-
ing three earned runs on 10 hits 
and striking out six batters in 7.2 
innings pitched to remain unde-
feated on the year. Logan King 
pitched 1.1 innings of relief, al-

lowing three hits and no runs.
Offensively, UWO was led by 

first baseman Zach Taylor and 
left fielder Mason Kirchberg, who 
each had a four-hit game. Taylor 
finished the contest with a double, 
three singles and three RBIs while 
Kirchberg had four RBIs and was 
a triple away from hitting for the 
cycle.

Oshkosh jumped out to a 3-0 
lead in the top of the first inning 
after Stout walked in a run with 
the bases loaded and from a pair 
of RBI singles from Taylor and 
Kirchberg. UWS responded by 
scoring five runs in the first three 
innings to take a 5-3 lead, courtesy 
of a couple of Titan errors and an 
RBI double from Jacoby Endreas.

The two teams traded runs in the 
fifth and sixth innings with Kirch-
berg driving in another run with 
an RBI single and Stout’s Riley 
Boushack hitting a solo homer.

The Titans found themselves 
down 6-4 in the top of the sev-

enth inning, but UWO exploded 
for seven runs behind a pair of 
two-RBI singles from Taylor and  
Kirchberg to give Oshkosh an 
11-6 lead. Kirchberg homered in 
the eighth inning and Jake Surane 
hit a two-RBI double to right-cen-
ter field as the Titans cruised to a 
14-7 victory.

In the second game, UWO start-
ing pitcher Cameron Mulvihill 
picked up his fourth win of the 
season, pitching seven innings and 
giving up six earned runs on nine 
hits and striking out eight batters. 
Aaron Huibregtse pitched two in-
nings of relief and recorded his 
first save of the year, going two in-
nings on the mound and allowing 
one hit and no runs.

Scherrman finished the game 
with three RBIs, two walks, two 
singles and two runs scored to pace 
all UWO batters. Taylor also had a 
three-RBI day, smashing a home 
run and getting walked once.

Stout scored two runs in the 

first inning from a Titan error that 
scored Justin Sedin and an RBI 
double from Jack Schirpke. In the 
top of the second inning, the Ti-
tans erupted for seven runs behind 
a three-run home run from Tay-
lor and an RBI single from Ethan 
Schreier to give UWO a 7-2 lead.

The Blue Devils responded in 
the third inning when Schirpke 
drove in a run with an RBI single. 
In their next frame, Stout cut the 
Oshkosh lead to two runs in the 
fourth inning after Parker Hage-
bock brought in a runner with an 
RBI single and Sedin hit an RBI 
double.

In the bottom of the sixth inning, 
Kirchberg drove in Nicholas Shiu 
on a hard-hit ball, but was thrown 
out at second base. UWO would 
extend its advantage to five runs in 
the eighth inning after Kirchberg 
hit an RBI single to center field 
and Scherrman hit an RBI single 
to left field.
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UWO baseball wins Stout series
Courtesy of  UWO Athletics

UWO’s Nicholas Shiu hits the ball against Eau Claire April 8 at Tiedemann Field. Shiu had his first career multi-home run game April 14.

Track and field competes at Platteville Invitational
By Evan Stapleton
staple55@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh men’s and 
women’s track and field teams 
competed in the UW-Platteville 
Invitational on Friday, April 14. 
The men’s team finished fourth 
with 88 points and secured three 
event wins, while the women’s 
team took seventh place with 41 
points. 

The men’s track and field team 
at UWO had some impressive 
performances from 2022 outdoor 
All-Americans. 

Senior Steven Potter won the 
800-meter run with a team sea-
son-best time of 1:51.69.

“After each race, I ask my 
coach for feedback, especially 
about my time,” Potter said. “My 
goal is to get a national quali-
fier, which is 1:51:06 or faster 

and I’ve run a personal best of 
1:49:51 before so I’d want to 
break that again.”

Potter was able to achieve his 
second win and top-three finish 
of the season by putting in the 
work and executing a solid strat-
egy during his race.

“We had a rabbit from Madi-
son who got out pretty far and I 
was able to use that as a starting 
point around 200 meters out,” 
said Potter. “I threw a surge in 
there with 300 meters to go, lis-
tened to my coaches from the 
side, and checked out the shad-
ows to see where everyone was 
until nobody caught up to me.”

Potter says he aims to get the 
conference and national qualifier 
out of the way in any meet and 
knows that experienced runners 
can help with those times.

“This Friday is a fast race with 

guys from all different divisions 
in my heat,” Potter said. “Going 
against these experienced run-
ners can give me an edge in fu-
ture events.”

Confidence is one thing that 
allows Potter to be successful 
while always maintaining his 
nerves during his races.

“It’s easy to approach a race 
and be nervous and that’s okay,” 
Potter said. “If I were nervous at 
some point in the middle of the 
race, it could affect everything 
else so having confidence in my-
self is the best.”

Junior Rashaad Henderson who 
took first place in the 200-meter 
dash with a personal career-best 
time of 21.24 seconds, the sec-
ond-fastest in program history. 

“The 200 has been my favor-
ite race since I first ran it in high 
school and I kind of struggled in 

the event in college,” Henderson 
said. “My confidence has hon-
estly never been higher than it is 
right now in regards to the 200.” 

Henderson hasn’t missed a step 

since transitioning from indoor to 
outdoor but says his training and 
lengths of the races are the big-
gest differences.
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Softball   
defeats 
UWEC
By Mattie Beck
beckm88@uwosh.edu

The Titans had their first 
shutout against UW Eau Claire 
Blugolds since 2008 this past 
weekend.

The first game of the double-
header was a close game, with 
the final score at 3-2.

In the bottom of the first in-
ning, the Titans scored the first 
inning of the game. 

Abby Garceau singled to 
center field and stole second on 
a strikeout from Sophie Wery. 

Morgan Rau singled down 
the infield line and advanced to 
second on the throw, also scor-
ing Garceau. 

In the bottom of the sixth, 
Sydney Rau singled and ad-
vanced to second on a throwing 
error by third base.

Brianna Davis walked, and 
Ana Iliopoulos singled, scor-
ing Morgan Rau, and putting 
the score at 2-0 UWO.

At the top of the seventh, the 
Blugolds scored two runs, ty-
ing the game. 

In the bottom of the seventh, 
Hannah Ritter singled up the 
middle and advanced to second 
on a bunt from Wery. 

Morgan Rau was intentional-
ly walked, and Gabby Buikema 
singled to right field, advanc-
ing Morgan Rau to third. 

Sydney Rau singled to short-
stop, scoring Morgan Rau and 
ending the game with a 3-2 
score. 

The second game was anoth-
er close one for the Titans. 

No runs were scored until 
the bottom of the third, with 
Garceau tripling to right field 
and Ritter singling up the mid-
dle, scoring Garceau.

The game stayed at a stand-
still until the bottom of the 
sixth.
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Courtesy of  UWO Athletics
UWO’s Steven Potter runs in the UW-Platteville Invitational.



Sports

Scoreboard
Friday, April 14
Track and Field
Men’s - 4/14, 88 pts.
Women’s - 7/13, 41 pts.
Baseball
Game 1:
UWO - 15
UW-Stout - 4
Game 2:
UWO - 10
UW-Stout - 8
Softball
Game 1:
UWO - 3
UW-Eau Claire - 2
Game 2:
UWO - 2
UW-Eau Claire - 0

Saturday, April 15
Baseball
Game 1:
UWO - 14
UW-Stout - 7
Game 2:
UWO - 12
UW-Stout - 8
Golf
UWO - 4
Marian - 1

Sunday, April 16
Golf
UWO - 1
UW-La Crosse - 4

Tuesday, April 18
Softball
Game 1:
UWO - 9
Carrol University - 1
Game 2:
UWO - 9
Carrol University - 5

Upcoming Events
Friday, April 21
Track and Field
at UW-La Crosse Phil Esten Chal-
lenge 10:30 a.m.
Golf
at UW-Whitewater Spring Invite

Saturday, April 22
Track and Field
at UW-La Crosse Phil Esten Chal-
lenge 10:30 a.m.
Golf
at UW-Whitewater Spring Invite
Baseball
Games 1&2: vs. UW-Platteville at 
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Softball
Games 1&2: vs. UW-Whitewater at 
1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday, April 23
Baseball
Games 1&2: vs. UW-Platteville at 
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Softball
Games 1&2: at UW-Stevens Point 
at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
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From Page 4
UWS scored three runs in bottom 

of the eighth inning, but Scherrman 
knocked in two runs with a single 
as the Titans hung on to win their 
18th win of the season.

UWO split its doubleheader 
against Stout April 14, defeating 
the Blue Devils 15-4 in the first 
game and falling 10-8 in the sec-
ond game at Wakanda Park in 
Menomonie.

Shiu, who is batting .310 on the 
season, had his first multi-home 
run game of his career in the first 
game with a solo shot and a two-
run homer to help the Titans to 
victory.

UWO starting pitcher Connor 
Brinkman remained undefeated on 
the season, allowing four runs on 
eight hits and striking out eight bat-
ters in 6.2 innings pitched to pick 
up his sixth win of the season. 

UWS jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
in the first inning when Endreas 
smashed a three-run homer to 

right-center field. Shiu responded 
with a two-run blast for the Titans 
in the second inning and UWO cut 
the deficit to one run.

Oshkosh took the lead for good 
in the third inning when Scherrman 
hit an RBI single and Taylor hit a 
sacrifice fly to center field to give 
the Titans a 4-3 advantage. UWO 
tacked on three runs in the fourth 

inning from an Ethan Schreier RBI 
single and a pair of throwing er-
rors from Stout’s catcher and third 
baseman.

In the fifth inning, Shiu and 
Kirchberg each hit solo home runs 
as UWO’s advantage grew to five 
runs.

UWO exploded for six runs in 
the sixth inning behind RBI singles 
from Taylor, Connor Giusti and 
Jake Andersen, increasing Osh-
kosh’s lead to 15-4 and ending the 
contest due to the NCAA’s 10-run 
rule.

In the second game UWO’s Matt 
Sorrells allowed four runs on six 
hits in 2.1 innings pitched to pick 
up his second loss of the year. Trey 
Tennessen pitched 1.2 innings of 
relief, allowing four runs on five 
hits and striking out two batters. 

UWO opened the scoring in the 
first inning when Taylor hit an RBI 
double to give Oshkosh a 1-0 lead. 
Stout responded in the bottom half 
of the inning with a two-run homer 

from Justin Sedin to give the Blue 
Devils a 2-1 advantage. UWS put 
two more runs on the board in the 
second inning to give Stout a three-
run lead.

The Titans narrowed the UWS 
advantage to 4-3 in the third inni-
ing but the Blue Devils responded 
with four runs in the fourth inning 
to give Stout an 8-3 lead.

UWS scored two more runs in 
the sixth inning, but in the eighth 
inning UWO erupted for five runs 
to narrow the Stout advantage to 
two runs. Taylor drove in a run off 
a ground out to the second baseman 
in the eighth inning, but it was not 
enough to send UWO past Stout.

The Titans faced off against 
UW-Stevens Point in a double-
header April 19 at Tiedemann 
Field. Check the UWO athletics 
website for more information.

UWO will take on UW-Platte-
ville in a doubleheader for Senior 
Day April 22 at Tiedemann Field 
starting at noon.

A-Trivia

Besides Kevin Tomasiewicz, 
what other UWO baseball 
coaches have over 200 ca-
reer wins?

Answer: Tom Lechnir (728-292-
1) and Russ Tiedemann (501-
168-2) 

Softball: UWO win streak reaches 9
From Page 4

In the bottom of the sixth, 
Garceau reached first on a throwing 
error by the shortstop. 

Ritter doubled to left field, ad-
vancing Garceau to third. Morgan 
Rau was intentionally walked, and 
Lizzie Slobodecki pinch ran for Rit-
ter.

Buikema flew out to center field 
with a sacrifice fly, Morgan Rau 
advanced to second and Slobodec-
ki advanced to third on the throw, 
and Garceau scored the last run of 
the game. 

The Titans swept the Blugolds 
3-2 and 2-0 respectively.

The team played a doubleheader 
against Carroll University April 18 
and won both games. 

In the second game of the series, 
the Titans battled the Pioneers, de-
feating Carroll 9-5.

In the bottom of the first, Bui-
kema doubled to left field, scoring 
Ritter and Garceau.

The Pioneers scored at the top of 
the fourth, and the Titans scored in 

the bottom of the inning with a ho-
mer from Davis, scoring herself and 
Haylie Wittman, putting the score at 
4-1 UWO.

In the top of the fifth, the Pioneers 
scored three runs, taking the lead 
for the game. 

With the score at 5-4, the Titans 
came back with a single from Mor-
gan Rau scoring Garceau to tie the 
game in the bottom of the fifth.

In the bottom of the sixth, 
Garceau reached on a fielder’s 
choice, scoring Davis.

To end the game, Wery hom-
ered to left field, scoring Ritter and 
Garceau. 

The first game was a shut-out, 
with the Titans winning 9-1 against 
Carroll.  

In the bottom of the first, Wery 
homered to center field, scoring 
Morgan Rau and Ritter and starting 
the game with a 3-0 lead.

Carroll scored in the top of the 
third, but the Titans came and 
scored six runs in the bottom of the 
fifth inning.

The Titans ended the game with 
a 9-1 win.

UWO took on Marian University 
in a doubleheader April 19 at Smith 
Field in Fond du Lac.

The Titans will take on 
UW-Whitewater for Alumni Day at 
home April 22 starting at 1 p.m.

Courtesy of  UWO Athletics
UWO’s Abby Garceau touches the bases against Eau Claire.

WIAC Standings
UW Oshkosh ----------  4-0
UW-River Falls -------  2-0
UW-Whitewater  -----   4-1 
UW-Platteville --------- 3-3
UW-Stevens Point ---   1-3
UW-La Crosse  -------- 1-3
UW-Stout -------------   1-3 
UW-Eau Claire  ------- 1-4
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“From a practice perspective 

we lengthen the duration of our 
pushes a considerable amount 
to compensate for this change 
of distance,” Henderson said. “I 
also place more of an emphasis 
on speed over endurance in my 
training, as my indoor season was 
tailored more towards endurance/
lactic training.”

As Henderson’s confidence con-
tinues to improve off back-to-back 
wins in the 200-meter dash, he at-
tributes his success to his self-be-
lief on the track. 

“My belief in my ability is the 
main contributor to my overall 
success on the track,” Henderson 
said. “I have zero self-doubts be-
fore I step into the blocks for the 
200 and that allows me to perform 
at my best under any circum-
stance.”

Freshman Aden Sears placed 
third in the 110-meter hurdle fi-
nals running a time of 15.04 sec-
onds, while Devin Williams ran a 

team season-best to finish third in 
the 400-meter dash with a time of 
49.09 seconds.

Junior Elijah Pena ran a time of 
57.18 seconds to finish eighth in 
the 400-meter hurdles with a new 
team season-best time, and Sopho-
more Caleb Cornelius won the high 
jump for the second consecutive 
week with a team season-best mark 
of 6’9” (2.06m).

Abdul Karim Toheeb-Lawal set 
a team season-best jump in the long 
jump of 23’1 1/4” (7.04m) and fin-
ished fourth overall. 

The Titans’ only competitor in 
the pole vault, sophomore Zach 
Zirgibel, finished third with a 
height of 14’ 6 1/4” (4.43m).

On the women’s team, several 
athletes stood out with their per-
formances at the UW-Platteville 
Invitational. 

Jamie Catania won the 5,000-me-
ter run with a time of 19:57.66. 

Meanwhile, Libby Geisness fin-
ished third in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:16.05. 

The 4x400-meter relay squad 
also performed well, finishing third 
with a team season-best time of 
4:03.15.

In addition, Rachel Castelli had 
a strong showing with a sixth-place 
finish in the 100-meter dash, clock-
ing in with a personal career-best 
time of 12.28 seconds. Her time 
tied for the 10th-fastest time in pro-
gram history. 

Castelli also finished sixth in the 

200-meter dash with a team sea-
son-best time of 25.48 seconds, 
the fourth-fastest finish in program 
history. 

Micky Barrette had a notable 
second-place finish in the discus 
throw with a personal career-best 
and team season-leading cast of 
141’ 11’’ (43.27m). 

Finally, freshman Haley Kanitz 
had a solid performance, finish-
ing ninth in the triple jump with a 
skip of 35’ 1” (10.69m) for the best 
jump by a Titan this season.

“Winning multiple events is cool 
but our coaching staff keeps us 
grounded so our heads don’t get 
too big,” Henderson said. “When 
talking about the week after a suc-
cessful meet, we just leave it in the 
past because anything could hap-
pen in the following meet.”

The Titans will look to further 
their success on the road April 
21 and 22, competing in the UW-
La Crosse Phil Esten Challenge. 
Events will begin at 10:30 a.m. on 
Friday and 1 p.m. on Saturday.

Track: Titans find success at Platteville

Micky Barrette

Baseball: Oshkosh enters first place tie

Connor Brinkman



By Josh Lehner
lehnerjo70@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh radio/TV/
film (RTF) department will be 
hosting their annual student film 
festival — titled “Their Majesties 
Film Fest” — at the Time Com-
munity Theater, 445 N. Main St.,  
May 14 at 6 p.m.

Students of the advanced visual 
production course at UWO have 
been planning, shooting and edit-
ing four different films through-
out the semester.

Each year’s show sports a 
theme, and this year’s theme is 
royalty. Guests are encouraged to 
dress in their best royal attire.

UWO student Bailey Laird is a 
cinematographer for a film titled 
“You’ll Be Okay.”

“It follows a young woman 
fearing the possibility of being 
pregnant, as the world tries to tell 
her how to feel about the possibil-
ity,” he said.

Laird is working on the film 
with three other students — a 
producer, editor and writer/direc-
tor. He said that, as a cinematog-
rapher, he focuses on the camera 
and visuals of the film.

“The director expresses their 
vision and works with the cin-
ematographer to accomplish or 
enhance that vision, to give the 
audience the best possible prod-
uct,” he said. “My overall job is 
to structure, light and compose 
each shot you see in the film.”

Joely Hurkman is the producer 
for a film titled “Now We Wait,” 
which follows a character named 
Rae, an anxious young adult who 
battles a fear of dying.

Hurkman said that the script 
was written in early February, and 
pre-production and filming began 
in March. Now, they are in the ed-
iting phase.

Hurkman has worked with 
three other crew members to 
produce the film: a writer and di-
rector, a director of photography 
and a sound-mixer and editor. But 
as the film’s producer, Hurkman 
said that her role is ensuring that 
production moves along and the 
requirements are met.

“Right away, I met with our 
writer, Megan, and together we 

finalized the script – breaking it 
down and strategically planning 
how long each moment would 
take to film,” she said. “I oversaw 
the finding of talent. As a group, 
we created a casting call that I 
published on Facebook … For 
the rest of our crew, I spoke with 
classmates and gave them each a 
position for the filming day that 
worked for them. I reserved the 
equipment and ensured that it 
was picked up in a timely manner 
and dropped off at the scheduled 
time.”

Hurkman said that her crew’s 
film, which focuses around the 
unexpected nature of death, aims 
to strike a chord with viewers 

and encourage them to vote for 
change.

She pointed out the more than 
100 mass shootings that have 
occurred in the U.S. during her 
film’s production.

“The feeling of safety in a pub-
lic space is so low right now, and 
each student is just waiting for 
this to happen on their campus,” 
she said. “‘Now We Wait’ really 
is about all of us, anxiously wait-
ing and wondering what day will 
be our last.”

The festival is hosted through 
RTF professor Beth Hubbard’s 
class. But planning for the films 
began before the spring semester.

“The script ideas or rough drafts 

for the films tend to come from 
previous class work that students 
want to make into a short film,” 
Hubbard said. “The work toward 
forming groups and working on 
scripts is actually done once the 
fall semester ends. The goal is 
to come into the spring semester 
with scripts and groups ready to 
go because making a short film 
in 14 weeks is a demanding am-
bition.”

The course, Hubbard said, 
teaches students all aspects of the 
filmmaking process, from devel-
oping concepts to distribution.

“From casting, location scout-
ing, framing, exporting and sub-
mitting to festivals, this course 

teaches students the techniques 
independent filmmakers are us-
ing to gain exposure, network and 
build careers,” she said.

Laird said that the opportunity 
to showcase a film in front of an 
audience is a surreal experience.

“For a lot of us, this is our first 
major project, so for it to be on 
display for the public in a legit 
movie theater is kind of crazy!” 
he said. “As one of the marketing 
coordinators for the festival, my 
biggest hope is that people come 
and enjoy the films.”

Students, friends and family are 
all encouraged to attend. There is 
no cost for entry and no tickets or 
sign-up required.
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RTF students plan film festival

Courtesy of  Bailey Laird
The RTF department will be hosting their annual film festival at the Time Community Theater on May 16 at 6 p.m.

UWO theatre department presents spring play
By Brandon Cobb
cobbbr32@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh theatre de-
partment is suiting up to present 
“The (One-Act) Play That Goes 
Wrong” by Henry Lewis, Jona-
than Sayer and Henry Shields, 
which is being directed by 
UWO alumnus Ryan Schabach.

The play puts a spin on the 
classic murder mystery story by 
adding multiple comedic ele-
ments that cause the play to take 
a form of its own.

Schabach said the play is a 
series of unfortunate events and 
bad luck for its characters.

 “It sounds a bit silly, but it 
is written right in the title: the 
play that goes wrong,” Scha-
bach said. “So someone is try-
ing to do a play and it’s not one 
thing that goes wrong, it’s just 

things cascading over and over. 
Every single thing that could go 
wrong, it goes wrong.”

Along with just its comedic 
side, Schabach spoke on the 
uniqueness of the play.

“Even if something in a 
play goes wrong, the audi-
ence doesn’t know, but what’s 
so unique about this play is 
that they make it so the audi-
ence knows exactly what went 
wrong,” he said. “Along with 
that, the play has another play 
within it, requiring each actor to 
work on two characters in one.”

The play is also filled with 
countless instances of audience 
interaction and perfectly-re-
hearsed accidents, Schaback 
said. “I remember one of my 
classmates saying that some-
thing unique about comedies is 
when you rehearse them they 
are extremely serious because 
every moment is so precise and 
you have to make it look like an 
accident on stage while it’s been 
rehearsed within an inch of its 
life,” he said.

The actors are slated to deal 
with  a plethora of disasters 
from missed lines to falling 
props for an hour, which pres-
ent a lot of precarious situations 
that you will have to see to be-
lieve. With the premiere being a 
week away, Schabach reflected 
on what he had felt after seeing 
the play.

“Even though everything is 
going wrong onstage, everyone 
is having a great time,” he said. 

“The (One-Act) Play That 
Goes Wrong” will have show-
ings on April 27, 28 and 29 at 
7:30 p.m. with a matinee on 
April 30 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
available on the UWO theatre 
department webpage and will be 
sold on the day of the showing 
until they are sold out.
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By Grace Riedl
riedlgr36@uwosh.edu

Over 15 million students, as re-
ported by the National Center for 
Education Statistics, start a new 
chapter of life – college.

College comes with a lot of 
expenses, and one should ask 
themselves, “Is college worth my 
time?”

From a young age, I was taught 
in school that everyone should at-
tend college. That college was the 
key to the luxurious life everyone 
wants.

Throughout middle school and 
high school, we were told to ex-
plore colleges and desired majors.

Knowing I had to pay for my 
college education made me ner-
vous. I would ask myself, “What 
if I’m stuck in debt forever?”

That day I had to make a 
choice, and boy am I glad I chose 
to attend college.

Elka Torpey with the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics said, 
“Workers with a bachelor’s de-
gree had median weekly earnings 
of $1,305 in 2020, compared 
with $781 for workers with a 
high school diploma.”

For students like myself, gain-
ing a bachelor’s degree has been 
proven for a higher-paying sal-
ary and work benefits, such as 
faster promotions, better select-

ed insurance and more paid time 
off.

Obtaining a college degree al-
lows for you to continue pursu-
ing your education - whether that 
be a Master’s program or PhD.

Additionally, gaining a college 
degree provides more economic 
stability.

Northeastern University stat-
ed, “Six percent of bachelor’s 
degree holders live below the 
poverty line, while an alarming 
22 percent of people without a 
college degree live in poverty. 
Earning a bachelor’s degree will 
help afford you economic stabil-
ity and security for the future.”

Leaving home and knowing 

almost nobody is difficult, even 
for social butterflies.

Attending college allows for 
one to expand their social circle. 
Meeting people and making con-
nections in college has a large 
impact on future networking 
opportunities and forever mem-
ories.

Loans. FAFSA. Debt. All those 
words are scary.

Paying back loans after grad-
uation may take time, but for 
most, it is doable. Having a bach-
elor’s degree and an upcoming 
job makes paying back loans less 
stressful.

Forbes stated, “The time it 
takes to repay your student loans 

depends on the type of loan you 
have, which repayment plan you 
choose and how aggressively you 
want to repay your debt. In one 
survey with more than 60,000 
respondents, it took the average 
person a little more than 20 years 
to pay off their student loans.”

Deciding whether to attend 
college is an individual’s choice.
However, as you’re deciding on 
your future education, remember 
the long-lasting and powerful 
benefits of a college degree.

Investing in a college educa-
tion can be risky and scary, but is 
extremely beneficial in the long 
run. So, is college worth it? In 
my opinion – yes.

Make the choice to attend college; it’s worth it.
Letter to the Editor

Beyond the textbook
UW Oshkosh ROTC students taught skills that last a lifetime
By Aubrie Selsmeyer
selsmeyeau72@uwosh.edu

Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC) teaches students 
lessons and leadership skills that 
far outweigh what can be taught 
in a standard classroom. 

Members of the UW Oshkosh 
ROTC set off in Black Hawk he-
licopters flown in by the National 
Guard to take them from Oshkosh 
to Fort McCoy for CFTX (com-
bined field training exercise).

Cadets (young trainees in 
the armed services) arrived on 
Wednesday and immediately put 
their skills to the test. 

The trainees participated in 
shooting range practice, obstacle 
courses and other evaluations. 

UWO Cadet Emily Rivero said 
ROTC gave her the opportunity 
to represent her country whilst 
being a normal college student. 

“From a young age, I’ve al-
ways looked up to a soldier in 
uniform,” Rivero said. “ROTC 
was able to give me a normal 
college student lifestyle as well 
as grant me all of these amazing 
opportunities in the military.”

CFTX is meant to prepare ca-
dets for the summer of their ju-
nior year of college where they 
complete cadet summer training 
(CST). 

This 35-day training applies 
everything a cadet has learned the 
past three years of college and de-
termines what branch of the mili-
tary they will be assigned to. 

Not only does the ROTC pro-
gram help students afford their 
college education, but it works to 
develop character and life skills 
that can only be learned through 
experience that students work 
through first hand. 

CST is meant to push partici-
pants to their limits mentally and 
physically, Cadet Christian Hecht 
said. 

Roughly 7,000 cadets from 

across the nation are sent to train 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky, each 
summer.

“It’s a test of willpower be-
cause you go in there thinking 
you’re prepared and you realize 
that you’re hopefully not,” Hecht 
said. “It forces you to quickly 
adapt and it will either make or 
break you. It’s meant to assess 
where cadets’ skills will be best 
utilized in the field.” 

As a sophomore, Rivero has 
already competed in what is con-
sidered the hardest race in ROTC 
in February of this year. 

The Northern Warfare is a 16.7 
mile ruck [fast-paced walk with 
a 35lb bag on your back] through 
Grandad Bluff in La Crosse. 

One team of five cadets was-
sent from the Fox Valley Battal-
ion to compete against teams all 
over the country, Rivero being 
one of five sent.

Oshkosh ROTC belongs to 
the Fox Valley Battalion, which 
consists of five schools: UWO, 
Marion University, Ripon Col-
lege, St. Norbert College and 
UW Green Bay. 

Rivero is also the only one 
from UWO who was selected for 
an air assault slot at Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, this May where 
she will be taught how to repel 
from helicopters. 

In their senior year, ROTC 
students are taught how to be an 
officer and assigned a platoon of 
40 soldiers to be in charge of. 

By the end of the first semester 
of senior year, they are assigned 
their branch of choice based on 
how well they were assessed at 
CST the summer before. 

Upon graduation as an offi-
cer, Rivero said she hopes to go  
active duty in May of 2025 and 
into military intelligence.

“Military intelligence uses 
information collection and an-
alyst approaches to provide 
commanders with intelligence 

that will allow them to make 
informed decisions on the bat-
tlefield,” Rivero said. “My job 
would be to collect intelligence 
on the enemy and provide as-
sessments to assist combat units 
in planning their missions.”

Rivero said that ROTC has 
provided her with a multitude 
of experiences that will last far 
beyond her college years. 

“I have an amazing academic 
support system and have made 

many lasting friendships,” Riv-
ero said. “I personally like that 
if I want to have a career in the 
army, I can, and if I don’t, I can 
do it for a few years and become 
a civilian using my army train-
ing and leadership skills in the 
real world.”

The ROTC program positive-
ly impacts students’ lives and 
provides them with lessons that 
cannot be learned in a class-
room. 

These lessons of leadership, 
discipline and accountability 
directly translate to the work-
force.

Whether cadets choose to 
continue their lives in the mil-
itary post-graduation or find 
work elsewhere, ROTC leaves 
an everlasting impact on the 
lives of those who partake in the 
program. 

This can’t be derived from a 
textbook.

Courtesy of  Fox Valley Army ROTC Battalion
Cadet Emily Rivero ascends a rope as a part of  the confidence obstacle course out at Fort McCoy.
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