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TheScorecard

UWO’s win streak reaches 26
Morgan Feltz / Advance-Titan

UWO setter Izzy Coon bumps the ball over the net in Oshkosh’s 3-1 win over UW-Eau Claire Oct. 11 at the Kolf  Sports Center.

By Nolan Swenson
swensonno56@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh volley-
ball team continued their win-
ning streak by sweeping four 
non-conference teams over the 
weekend, upping their current 
record to 26-0.

The Titans opened the Wash-
ington University in St. Lou-
is’s WashU Invitational Oct. 13 
against Simpson College (Iowa) 
and against Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis, winning the 
matches by scores of 3-0 and 
3-2, respectively.

Oshkosh swept Simpson with 
little resistance in the first set, 
scoring 25-7. In the following 
sets, Simpson improved their 
point totals but never came 
within eight points of the Titans 
in the remaining two sets.

The Titans then faced off 
against Washington Universi-

ty, a team the Titans were 0-15 
against in their program histo-
ry. Starting the match, Oshkosh 
suffered a two set deficit, en-
dangering their current season 
record, but UWO was able to 
win the final three sets to win 
its 24th straight match.

In the first two sets, UWO 
lost 27-25 and 25-23, not escap-
ing a 5-point deficit in either of 
the sets.

Oshkosh followed with three 
winning sets of 25-19, 27-25 
and 15-8 against the Bears.

Head coach Jon Ellmann 
credited the comeback after the 
second set loss to the team not 
expecting every match to be 
perfect.

“We have no illusions of per-
fection when we walk on the 
court,” he said. “The whole 
team will spend hours and hours 
on and off the court to create the 
outcomes that will happen in a 

60-120 minute match.”
On the next day of the tour-

nament, UWO took on DePauw 
University (Indiana) and Illi-
nois Wesleyan University, win-
ning both matches 3-1.

Oshkosh lost the first set to 
DePauw, but won the following 
sets 25-14, 25-11 and 25-22. 

Against the Tigers, UWO hit 
.347, while holding DePauw to 
just .156 and held leads in kills 
(58-36), assists (50-33) and 
digs (61-42).

In the final match of the 
WashU Invitational, Oshkosh 
bested Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity 3-1 in a clash of the Ti-
tans, leaving UWO on top.

Against the Titans of Illinois 
Wesleyan, Oshkosh took the 
first set of the match, lost the 
second, and recovered the third 
and fourth set to close the tour-
nament 4-0.

At the end of the tourna-

ment, Riley Kindt and Riley 
Dahlquist were each named to 
the All-Tournament Team and 
were joined by Emily Williams 
from Simpson, Olivia Karwin 
from DePauw, Taylor French 
from Illinois Wesleyan and both 
Sam Buckley and Jasmine Sells 
from WashU.

The 26-0 Titans will hit the 
road for their next match when 
they take on UW-River Falls 
(17-7) on Oct. 20.

WIAC Standings
UW Oshkosh ---------------- 4-0
UW-Whitewater ------------   3-1
UW-Stevens Point-----------  3-1
UW-Platteville --------------   3-1
UW-River Falls ------------    2-2
UW-Eau Claire ------------    1-3
UW-Stout ------------------     0-4
UW-La Crosse ------------     0-4

Titan 
runners 
place 12th
By Brandon Cobb
cobbbr32@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh women’s 
and men’s cross country teams 
placed 12th overall at the Augus-
tana College Interregional Invite 
on Oct. 14.

In the women’s 6,000-meter 
race the Titans placed 12th out 
of 42 teams with the effort be-
ing led by junior Cyna Madigan 
who placed 53rd with a time of 
23:05.8. Junior Amelia Leh-
man placed 68th with a time of 
23:23.9 while sophomore Joso-
phine Makurat placed 83rd with 
a time of 23:36.4 and freshman 
Gracie Buchinger placed 131st 
with a time of 24:06.4. Sopho-
more Jamie Catania placed 144th 
with a time of 24:13.8.

In the men’s 8,000-meter race 
the Titans placed 12th out of 43 
teams with sophomore Paul Pro-
teau leading UWO with a 56th 
place finish at a time of 25:34.0. 
He was followed by junior Jake 
Krause in 57th place with a 
time of 25:35.8 and sophomore 
Cameron Cullen in 59th with a 
time of 25:37.6. Senior Joe Ke-
hoe placed 99th with a time of 
25:55.0 and fellow senior Jason 
Ford placed 138th with a time of 
26:14.1.

Sophomore Cameron Cullen, 
who passed his previous person-
al best by seven seconds, said he 
was happy about the way he ran 
despite the course conditions. 

“It was a very flat course, defi-
nitely the flattest we have run on 
this year, it also got very mud-
dy as well because of the rain 
that happened the previous day, 
but overall it was a really good 
course.” Cullen said.

Cullen also spoke on some of 
the runners that have been recov-
ering from injuries earlier in the 
season starting to come back in 
the races at the end of the season.

“One of our top guys who we 
lost earlier in the season ran last 
week and he is definitely on the 
come up,” he said. “We are hop-
ing to get him back and healthy, 
along with a few other runners 
we are recovering so we are defi-
nitely getting the pieces back to-
gether.”

  Turn to Cross-country / Page 3

244.85 and 258.75, respectively.
Another event winner was Fran-

cessa Schiro, who had a time of 
54.46 in the 100-yard freestyle.

The next Titan swimming and 
diving event will be the annual Wis-
consin Showcase Invite hosted by 
UW-Milwaukee at the Schroeder 
Aquatic Center on Saturday, Oct. 
21.
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By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

Quarterback Kobe Bergham-
mer threw for 382 yards and 
scored every touchdown in UW 
Oshkosh’s 35-7 victory over 
UW-Eau Claire Oct. 14 at J.J. 
Keller Field at Titan Stadium.

Berghammer finished the game 
25-36 with four passing touch-
downs, a rushing touchdown and 
two interceptions as the Titans 
took the lead in the first half and 
never looked back en route to a 
28-point win.

UWO (4-2, 2-1 in the Wis-
consin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference) earned its fourth 
straight win over the Blugolds 
(2-4, 1-2 WIAC) and the Titans 
have won their ninth game in 
the last 10 meetings against Eau 
Claire.

UWO head coach Peter Jen-
nings said that any time you get 
a win in the WIAC it’s an accom-
plishment.

“You have to tip your cap to 
the team, the preparation, the 
coaching staff, and I’m very 
pleased with this victory,” Jen-
nings said. “I think we have to 
continue to focus on starting fast, 
it’s something that’s plagued us 
the last couple weeks and I feel 
confident that we will empha-
size that and that our guys will 
respond.”

On the defensive side, Jacob 
Mandella recorded a career-high 
three sacks on the day and to-
taled six tackles. The Titans, 
who combined for 78 total tack-

les, were led by defensive back 
Carson Raddatz and linebacker 
Kyle Dietzen who both finished 
the contest with seven tackles. 

Mandella said he was proud of 
the way the defense was able to 
put pressure on the Blugold of-
fense.

“We were just more physical 
upfront, and we wanted to shut 
them out like we did last year,” 

he said. “They got one score on 
us and we shouldn’t have al-
lowed that but the defense played 
a great game.”

Jennings said the defense 
played lights out against Eau 
Claire.

“I love to see them playing 
with confidence,” Jennings said. 
“When we fly around and play 
fast, we’re tough to move the 

ball on and that’s what I saw 
from us today and that’s what we 
will continue to focus on for the 
course of the next four weeks.

UWO’s offense was unable to 
move the ball into the red zone 
in the first quarter, but with a 21-
mile an hour wind at their back 
in the second quarter the Titans 
were able to get on the board.

Turn to Football / Page 3

Courtesy of  UWO Athletics
Oshkosh defensive lineman Jacob Mandella sacks the UWEC quarterback in UWO’s 35-7 win Oct. 14 
at Titan Stadium.

UWO defeats Eau Claire 35-7

By Owen Larsen
larsenow07@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh women’s 
soccer team traveled to Eau Claire 
on Oct. 14 to play in a Wisconsin 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (WIAC) match this week, 
losing to UW-Eau Claire 1-0.

The Titans (2-9-3, 1-3-0 WIAC) 
had just ended a seven game win-
less streak in their last match with 
a 1-0 victory over UW-Stout.

The Blugolds (7-3-3, 2-1-1 
WIAC) have had more positive 
fortunes this season heading into 
their match versus the Titans. 
However, the Blugolds had only 
won one of their past four match-
es.

After one half of action the two 
teams seemed to be very even. 
Deadlocked at 0-0, the Blugolds 
got off seven shots to the Titans’ 
five. 

The Blugolds would eventually 
open up the scoring in the 62nd 
minute when forward Megan 
Hansen scored an unassisted goal, 
giving the Blugolds a 1-0 lead.

Following Hansen’s goal, the 
Titans proceeded to get six more 
shots off to finish the half. How-
ever, only one shot would be on 
goal, and a shot by Kate Whitney 
hit the top of the woodwork in the 
78th minute. 

Unfortunately for the Titans, 
the match ended in a 1-0 defeat 
despite outshooting the Blugolds 
9-3 in the second half. 

The Titans hosted UW-Stevens 
Point on Oct. 18. Visit the UWO 
athletics website at uwoshkoshti-
tans.com for results. 

UWO will take on UW-River 
Falls for Senior Day for their last 
home game of the year Oct. 21 at 
Titan Stadium at 4 p.m.

Courtesy of  UWO Athletics 
UWO goalkeeper Emma Sauriol blocks a shot on goal in a game 
earlier this year at Titan Stadium.

Titans soccer falls 1-0 to UWEC 

By Nolan Swenson
swensonno56@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams both took losses 
against UW-Eau Claire in their season opener 
on Oct. 14.

The men’s team lost 158-73, taking eight 
second-place and six third-places finishes 
during the meet. 

Damen Seremet led the Titans with sec-
ond-place finishes in both the 50-yard free-
style with a time of 22.86 and 100-yard breast-
stroke time of 1:04.22.

Luke Giles placed in two events, taking sec-
ond in the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 

5:24.15 and third in the 1,000-yard freestyle 
in 11:05.68.

The women’s team lost by narrower mar-
gins of 148-86, with three first-place finishes 
throughout the meet and seven second-place 
finishers.

In diving, Abbi Priestely earned first-place 
finishes in the 1-meter and 3-meter dives, 
scoring 244.85 and 258.75, respectively.

Another event winner was Francessa Schi-
ro, who had a time of 54.46 in the 100-yard 
freestyle.

The next Titan swim event will be the Wis-
consin Showcase Invite hosted by UW-Mil-
waukee at the Schroeder Aquatic Center Oct. 
21.

Swim drops season-opening meet

Courtesy of  UWO Athletics 
Damen Seremet led UWO with second-place finishes 
in the 50-yard freestyle and 100-yard breaststroke.
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Scoreboard
Friday, Oct. 13
Volleyball
Game 1:
UWO - 3
Simpson College - 0
Game 2:
UWO - 3
Washington University - 2
Tennis
UWO - 6
UW-Stevens Point  - 3

Saturday, Oct. 14
Volleyball
Game 1:
UWO - 3
DePauw University - 1
Game 2:
UWO - 3
Illinois Wesleyan University - 1
Football
UWO - 35
UW-Eau Claire - 7
Soccer
UWO - 0
UW-Eau Claire - 1
Cross-Country
Men’s - 12/43, 387 pts.
Women’s  - 12/42, 446 pts.
Swimming and Diving
Men’s:
UWO - 73
UW-Eau Claire - 158
Women’s
UWO - 86
UW- Eau Claire - 148

Sunday, Oct. 15
Tennis
UWO - 9
UW-Stout - 0

Upcoming Events
Friday, Oct. 20
Volleyball
at UW-River Falls at 7 p.m.
Cross-Country
at UW-Whitewater Warhawk Open, 
Men’s at 4 p.m. & Women’s at 4:45

Saturday, Oct. 21
Football
at UW-La Crosse at 1 p.m.
Volleyball
at UW-Stevens Point vs. North Park 
University at 4 p.m.
Soccer
vs. UW-River Falls at 4 p.m.
Swimming and Diving
at Schroeder Aquatic Center at 1 p.m.
Tennis
at Madison at WIAC Conference 
Tournament at 12 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 22
Tennis
at Madison at WIAC Conference 
Tournament at 12 p.m.

From Page 8
With just over six minutes until 

halftime, UWO took a 6-0 lead af-
ter Berghammer dumped a pass off 
to Kaio Harn who ran into the end-
zone for a 6-yard score. Oshkosh 
was unable to convert on a two-
point conversion attempt, keeping 
the Titan advantage at six points.

A 10-yard punt from UWEC 
gave Oshkosh prime field position 
on their next drive, and the Titans 
scored again when Berghammer 
threw a 14-yard touchdown pass to 
Jon Mathieu.

The Titans drove into the red zone 
with 27 seconds to play before half-
time, but Berghammer misplaced a 
pass in the endzone that was picked 
off by Landon Tonsager and UWO 
went into the break leading 13-0.

Berghammer said he thought 
UWO’s offensive struggles in the 
first half were his fault.

“I was kind of rushing things, or I 
wasn’t putting the ball where I was 
supposed to and I think that I should 
take the blame for our slow start,” 
he said. “I don’t think I played my 
best game today. I pride myself in 
getting better next week so I’ll take 
that blame and we’re just going to 
move on and get better.”

Berghammer threw a home run 
ball on UWO’s first play of the sec-
ond half, connecting with Trae Tet-

zlaff for a 70-yard touchdown that 
put the Titans up 20-0.

Jennings said he called the deep 
pass to begin the second half be-
cause he wanted to show that the 
team wasn’t afraid to through a 
deep ball into the wind.

“It was one of those things where 
it wasn’t just for us, it wasn’t just for 
coach (Rob) Erickson on the other 
side of the field, it was to make a 

statement that the wind is not going 
to affect our play calling and it’s not 
going to affect our aggressiveness,” 
he said. “We were showing that we 
are going to go after you no matter 
what the weather is.”

Oshkosh increased its lead to 28 
points with just over two minutes 
remaining in the third quarter when 
a scrambling Berghammer back-
hand pitched a 6-yard touchdown 
pass to tight end Clayton Schwalbe.

Berghammer said he was lucky 
that Schwalbe was able to haul in 
such a wild throw.

“I saw Clayton (Schwalbe) open 
up and coach Jennings popped into 
the back of my head and said, ‘don’t 
throw it, don’t throw it’ but I didn’t 
listen,” Berghammer said. “I threw 
it and luckily Clayton (Schwalbe) 
made a great play, and it was awe-
some to see him get a touchdown 
and make that catch. It wasn’t the 
smartest play on my end, but it 
worked out because we have great 
receivers on the team.”

The Blugolds got on the board on 
their first possession of the fourth 
quarter after Harry Roubidoux 
threw a 2-yard touchdown pass to 
Hayden Goodman.

The Titans crushed any hope of 
an Eau Claire comeback on their 
next drive when UWO went on 
a 92-yard, 12-play drive that was 
capped off with a Berghammer 10-
yard rushing touchdown to help Os-
hkosh cruise to a 28-point victory.

The Titans will hit the road to 
take on UW-La Crosse, ranked No. 
4 in the nation by d3football.com, at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium Oct. 21 
with kickoff scheduled for 1 p.m.

WIAC Standings
UW-River Falls ------------- 2-0
UW-La Crosse -------------- 2-0
UW-Whitewater ------------ 1-1
UW Oshkosh --------------  1-1
UW-Platteville ------------    1-1
UW-Eau Claire ------------   1-1
UW-Stout -----------------     0-2
UW-Stevens Point--------    0-2

Football: UWO bests Blugolds

Morgan Feltz / Advance-Titan
UWO quarterback Kobe Berghammer (3) hands the ball off  to Doug Burson (23) earlier this season.

Cross-country: UWO runs at Augustana
From Page 8

Coach Eamon McKenna also showed the same 
sentiment and commented on the effort the team has 
been making in dealing with those nagging injuries.

“We have had to be creative and flexible in deal-
ing with some of the injuries.” McKenna said. “Most 
of our injured athletes have done a great job of be-
ing consistent and aggressive with cross-training to 
help them stay aerobically fit while they rehab and 
incorporate the running volume they are allowed. It 
is always frustrating to deal with injuries, but we are 
managing it as best we can.”

Looking ahead, only one race remains until the 
Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference cham-
pionship and for the next race McKenna plans to rest 
some of the top runners and allow for the back half of 
the team to compete with some pressure.

“This Friday we are sitting out our top 10 runners 
of each gender,” McKenna said. “We are racing off 
for 1-2 conference spots, as each team gets to enter 12 
runners at the WIAC championships. It will be a nice 
opportunity for our back half of the teams to compete 
with a little pressure.”

The next race for the Titans is the UW-Whitewater 
Warhawk Open on Oct. 20. The men’s race begins 
at 4 p.m. followed by the women’s race at 4:45 p.m. Courtesy of  UWO Athletics

Cyna Madigan ran the Augustana College Interregional in 23:05 for 53rd on Oct. 14.

A-Trivia

How many passing touch-
downs does Kobe Ber-
ghammer need to break the 
program record?

Answer:Berghammer needs six 
more passing TDs to break Brett 
Kasper’s record of 89 TDs.

Passing leaders
Kobe Berghammer (UWO): 25-36, 382 yards, 4 TDs, 2 INTS
Harry Roubidoux (UWEC): 18-29, 114 yards, 1 TD

Rushing Leaders
Ivan Ruble (UWEC): 29 ATT, 128 yards
Kobe Berghammer (UWO): 9 ATT, 45 yards, 1 TD
Kaio Harn (UWO): 9 ATT, 22 yards

Receiving Leaders
Trae Tetzlaff (UWO): 4 REC, 89 yards, 1 TD
Jon Mathieu (UWO): 4 REC, 77 yards, 1 TD
Londyn Little (UWO): 3 REC, 55 yards
Isaac Garside (UWEC): 7 REC, 49 yards

By the numbers

Up next for UWO football:
Oct. 21

at UW-La Crosse
Oct. 28

VS UW-Stevens 
Point

Nov. 4
at UW-Platteville

Nov. 11
VS UW-River 

Falls
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By Emily Buffington
buffie63@uwosh.edu

The UW Oshkosh women’s ten-
nis team secured a 6-3 win over 
UW-Stevens Point on Oct. 13.

The match was previously 
scheduled to take place at Kolf 
Sports Center Outdoor Tennis 
Courts but was moved to Fox Cit-
ies Racquet Club in Appleton due 
to poor weather.

The Titans (8-3, 3-3 in the Wis-
consin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference) claimed two of the 
three doubles over UW-Stevens 
Point (4-4, 1-4 WIAC). Ella Nguy-
en and Courtney Carpenter out-
scored Quinlyn Mack and Chloe 
Leithold 8-6 in doubles match 
No. 2 while Jameson Gregory and 
Kayla Gibbs claimed the No. 3 
doubles with an 8-7 victory against 
Brooklynn Steier and Abigail Ash-
ley. In the doubles set No. 1 point-

ers Tristin Jantz and Jordan Scharf 
defeated Olivia Pethan and Alysa 
Pattee with a 6-8 score.

In singles contest No. 1, Jantz 
defeated Pethan (2-6, 3-6) and 
Pattee dropped the No. 2 flight to 
Mack (4-6, 6-2). Nguyen claimed 
the win pushing the No. 3 singles 
to three sets against Scharf (6-1, 
5-7, 12-10). Gregory took the No. 
4 singles versus Leithold (6-3, 
6-0), while Jenna Noble claimed 
the win against Steier (6-4, 6-4) 
in singles No. 5. Gibbs pushed the 
No. 6 matchup to three sets to take 
the victory (2-6, 6-4, 10-6).

UWO won its second match 
of the week by shutting out UW-
Stout 9-0 at home on Oct. 15.

The Titans swept all three dou-
bles matches over the Blue Devils 
(1-9, 1-5 WIAC), starting the No. 
1 doubles match with Pethan and 
Pattee outscoring Ellie Becker and 
Ella Lamppa 8-1. In the No. 2 dou-

bles, Nguyen and Carpenter shut 
out Blue Devils Ashlyn Dellemann 
and Lexie Stein 8-0. Gregory and 
Gibbs delivered another 8-0 shut-
out against Halle Bruggeman and 
Megan Kokesh in the No. 3 flight.

Oshkosh also swept all of the 
singles contests. Pethan outscored 
Becker (6-4, 6-4) in the No. 1 sin-
gles, Pattee claimed the No. 2 sin-
gles against Dellemann (6-1, 6-4), 
Nguyen beat Stein (6-1, 6-0) in the 
No. 3 singles, Gregory beat Lamp-
pa (6-2, 6-0) in the No. 4 singles. 
Nolde started the No. 5 match off 
5-1 before Bruggeman withdrew 
due to injury and Gibbs beat Claire 
Dicke (6-1, 6-1) in the No. 6 sin-
gles.

The Titans will head to Nielsen 
Tennis Stadium for the annual 
WIAC Championship in Madison 
starting at 1 p. m. on Oct. 21 and 
will continue on Sunday, Oct. 22 
at 9 a.m.

Morgan Feltz / Advance-Titan 
Olivia Pethan volleys the ball in a home match earlier this season.

Tennis finishes WIAC regular season 4th

By Jacob Link
linkj13@uwosh.edu

Tom Taraska, UWO alumnus 
and arguably one of the most suc-
cessful high school football coach-
es in Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association history, died 
Oct. 15 at the age of 71 after a sin-
gle-vehicle car crash in Hartland.

According to the Washington 
County Medical Examiner, Taras-
ka died after the car he was driving 
hit a tree alongside Rybeck Road 
in Hartland around 4:40 Sunday 
afternoon.

Taraska, who graduated from 
UW Oshkosh in 1975 with an edu-
cation degree, transformed Arrow-
head Union High School into a pe-
rennial powerhouse in Wisconsin 
high school football.

He won four Division I WIAA 
titles with Arrowhead in 1993, 
1994, 1996 and 2007 while fin-
ishing runner-up five times with 
the Warhawks (2000, 2002, 2003, 
2006 and 2008). In 23 years of 
coaching in the WIAA Taraska 
built an overall record of 265-96, 
making him the 16th winningest 
coach in state history for any di-
vision.

UWO defensive coordinator 
Craig Stenbroten said Taraska was 
always really sound schematically 
as a coach.

“He always wanted you to be 
really sound and not try to run 
schemes that your kids couldn’t 
do,” Stenbroten said. “He wasn’t 
just going to drop a wild blitz; he 
was about the basics and the fun-
damentals.”

Taraska, who was inducted into 
the UW Oshkosh Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2008, played football for 
the Titans in 1973 and 1974 under 
legendary UWO head coach Russ 
Young. Taraska served as the first 
president of the College of Educa-
tion and Human Services Alumni 
Association from 2006-2007 and 
remained on the board of the orga-
nization until his death. A lifetime 
member of UWO’s National “O” 
Club, he was named a UWO dis-
tinguished alumni award winner 
in 2011.

After his time with Arrowhead, 
Taraska was an assistant coach for 

the UWO football team for two 
seasons, helping the Titans to a 
second-place Wisconsin Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference finish 
in 2014 and first place finish in 
2015.

Stenbroten said when Taraska 
was a part of the Titan coaching 
staff, he cared a lot about coaching 
the coaches.

“We had a really young staff at 
the time and he was really trying 
to get us to the next level of where 
we were at in the coaching world,” 
he said. “He really instilled a lot 
of confidence in a lot of people 
on our coaching staff. He didn’t 
coach a position for us, but he did 
a lot with the film breakdown and 
things like that. He was always at 
practice and made sure we were 
crossing our t’s and dotting our 
i’s.”

Stenbroten said that he was 
amazed at his attention to detail 
the first time he met Taraska.

“The first time I saw him, he 
was at a coaching clinic and I re-
member I was watching a clinic 
speaker talk and he was just taking 
these crazy ass notes,” Stenbroten 
said. “I was like ‘what could this 
guy possibly learn from this clin-
ic that he doesn’t already know?’ 
It really just stuck with me that 
someone like that, with the accom-
plishments he had, just had such a 
detailed approach to coaching.”

Taraska began his coaching ca-
reer in 1978 where he was the head 
coach at Franklin High School 
for four years before moving to 
Arrowhead in 1982 where he 
coached for the next 29 seasons 
before resigning in 2010. He re-
mained a part of the program as 
an assistant coach for one year be-
fore officially stepping away from 
coaching and teaching at Arrow-
head in 2011.

Former Arrowhead Athletic Di-
rector Dave Balmer hired Taras-
ka to turn a struggling Warhawk 
football program around, and he 
did not disappoint. Taraska won 
11 conference championships and 
won 47 playoff games while at Ar-
rowhead, leading the Warhawks to 
a state record nine WIAA cham-
pionship game appearances from 
1993 to 2008. Arrowhead has not 

missed the postseason since the 
1995 season.

UWO alumnus and former Ar-
rowhead assistant coach Paul Pul-
vermacher said Taraska had an un-
matched knowledge of the game.

“He was a great motivator and 
was able to get the most out of his 
student athletes and staff,” Pul-
vermacher said. “He remembered 
everything. He knew every sport 
and athletic achievements of his 
players and opponents. During 
my initial interview with him for 
an assistant coaching job, he dis-
cussed his defensive strategies 
used against the teams I played on 
12 years prior.”

Taraska, who coached three 
undefeated and nationally ranked 
teams, mentored 12 All-Ameri-
can players while 34 of his former 
players earned All-State honors. 
The most successful pro player 
Taraska coached was former Dal-
las, Baltimore and Tampa Bay 
center Mike Solwold who won 
Super Bowl XXXVII with the 
Buccaneers in 2003.

“We started from scratch, and 
things fell into place,” Taraska 

said in 2011 when he announced 
he was stepping down from coach-
ing the Warhawks. “I was very for-
tunate to house many outstanding 
assistant coaches that share all of 
this success. Plus you need great 
kids to win. Those guys bought 
into our system and that’s how it 
all came together. The adminis-
tration always backed us up, and 
the entire Arrowhead communi-
ty helped make it happen. I was 
lucky, I had a lot of help.”

Stenbroten said that he hopes 
that as younger coaches grow in 
the coaching profession, they give 
back as much as Taraska did.

“The knowledge he had was 
amazing and he was always willing 
to share with a coach and always 
willing to help you out if you were 
trying to adjust a drill or a scheme 
or anything like that,” Stenbroten 
said. “He always would take the 
time to look at it. He was looking 
at our film just last year and was 
helping us out a ton with different 
suggestions of what we should do 
or could do and that part of him 
will really stick with me.”

The Associated Press named 

Taraska State Coach of the Year 
in 2007 and the West Allis High 
School graduate was named The 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel coach 
of the year in 1993, 1996 and 
2002. Taraska, inducted into the 
Wisconsin Football Coaches As-
sociation (WFCA) Hall of Fame in 
2004, was named WFCA Regional 
Coach of the Year in 1991, 1996 
and 2002. In 2009, Arrowhead 
named its football field “Taraska 
Stadium” to honor the legendary 
coach.

Pulvermacher, who taught at 
Arrowhead from 2001-12 and 
coached alongside Taraska from 
2000-2006, said the little things 
that Taraska did meant a lot to him.

“His accomplishments speak for 
themselves,” Pulvermacher said. 
“To me the little things mean more. 
My contribution to the program 
was small and insignificant but on 
the sidelines before a Friday night 
game, he would always search out 
my father. Tom would tell him I 
was such a valuable staff member 
for the program. He didn’t have to 
do it, but he did. To me that is his 
legacy — the little things.”

Courtesy of  Arrowhead Union High School
Legendary high school football coach Tom Taraska led the Arrowhead football program for 29 years.

UWO Hall of Famer Tom Taraska dies
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